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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



In offering to public notice a s6Coiu2 edition of Wine and 
Spirit Adulterators Unmasked, Jt is a matter of no in- 
considerable gratification to the Author, that he is led to 
anticipate^ from the success, which has attended the sale 
of the first edition, that a most beneficial result may pro- 
bably ensue, to at least some part of the community, who 
have hitherto suffered themselves to be exposed, to the 
dishonest peculations, which he has pointed out. .In the 
success of this Uttle work, so far as any pecuniary ad- 
vantage is to be derived from its sale, the Author has 
been, and still remains, perfectly indifferent ; — ^to render 
it sufficiently public to attract a general attention to the 
numerous facts which it discloses, has alone been his 
aim,' and in compassing this desirable end, no expence 
has been, or. will be spared. For the gratuitous and 
flattering assistance which has been afforded him, by 
several of the Public Journals, in effecting this object, 
the Author feels deeply indebted, and he cannot but thus 
publicly tender his grateful acknowledgments to those 
Journalists, who (uninfluenced either by the open or 
private remonstrances, which no doubt have been, or will 
be made, by some of our Advertising individuals, who, 
from the wealth they have so dishonestly obtained, would 
fain attach to themselves a greater importance than they 
really possess), have felt it a part of their duty to co- 
operate with him, in guarding the Public, against the 
pernicious and destructive practices, which he has der 
tailed. 
The many truths which the Author has set forth -, the 



arguments which he adduces, which are groonded only 
on those truths, and which are quite divested of any 
bearing whatever on theory, must, he feels convinced, 
strongly interest those individuals who have hitherto 
given their support, to what are termed the ' Cheap Re- 
ceptacles/ under the supposition that the inducements 
held out by their proprietors, were either founded on 
honesty, or any other principle of fair dealing. 

To know the nature of our danger, and to be invested 
with the means of judging where it exists, is the best 
and surest protection we can have against its conse- 
quences. 

These means are given in the accompanying work; 
and, independently as they are framed, either of artificial 
colouring or distorted facts, leave it in the power of the 
Header, from circumstance alone, and without in the 
least implicating the fair and honourable trader, to point 
the finger of detection at all the individuals, who must, 
of necessity, adopt the adulterating and deceptions prac- 
tices described. 

To the Revenue, the matter contained in the work, is 
a subject of no less importance as regards their interests, 
than are its contents of vital consequence to the consti- 
tutions of the Public at large. Comprising as it does, 
an exposition of fraud against the very resources of G'o- 
rernment, it demands their immediate attention. It ex- 
hibits, on the bare foundation of fact and demonstration 
alone, frauds, the existence of which, the heads of the 
Revenue department, can have had no possible idea, or 
they would never have so effectually lent their aid, and 
apparent countenance, to a system, which is depriving 
their treasury, of at least, a third, less than is its due, and 
which is likely to be continued in a similar, if not 
greater proportion, so long as the Wholesale and Retail 
Wine and Spirit Trades are allowed to be conducted on 
one and the same premises. 



Should Oovernment^ therefore, so far see the trae ia- 
terests of itself, and of the Public, as to put a stop to 
the nefarious practices, which are now carried or» with' 
80 much impunityi by means of this system, let it beware 
(if only for the sake of the fair Trader), that it make not 
a single exception, as would respect the operation of the 
law; — let not the claims (as 'they would have them 
termed), of some of these cheap sellers, on account of 
the expences they have been at, in enlai^ing their Gin- 
shop concerns, to admit the advantages of a Wholesale 
Trade, or for the charges which they have been put to, 
in fitting up their large Wine and Spirit vats, for adul- 
terating purposes, weigh for a moment in the minds of 
the members of that Ooyernment, but rather let it con«* 
sider, that on the part of these worthies, it is only the 
disgorgement of a small portion of the wealth, of which 
they have for so long a time, been depriving their coun- 
try, and as rendering some,^ though comparatively, trifling 
retribution for the poisonous injuries which they have 
inflicted, and the impositions, which, for so great a pe- 
riod, they have been carrying on, against the health and 
pockets, of the community at large. 

The duty charged on Gin, by the Excise, is at the rate 
of about 6«. S^d, per gallon, for the article at the same 
rate of strength at which it is now sold by the Rectifiers, 
to the trade, at* 8s. 6d. per gallon. 

To one hundred gallons of this Gin, at 8s. 6d. per gal- 
lon, to sell at 63. Ad. and to allow of 6d. per gallon profit, 
it takes, as I have shown, eighty gallons and a half, of 
water, thus, at once demonstratiifg a loss to Government, 
of no less a sura, than 21/. 16s. 8d, in every one hundred 
and eighty gallons of Gin, sold by these cheap Ad- 
vertisers, amounting to an enormous sum per annum, 
when it is considered that several of our large Gin-shops, 
in the period of twenty-eight days, have decreases (inde- 
pendently of what has been sent out by permit), of be- 
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particular^ and he can^ as truly affirm^ that the information 
he has given^ has been drawn from source b, which can 
never implicate him as one, who has himself indulged in 
the practices which he describes, even, (but which is 
scarcely probable), should he ever be discovered. 

That it should excite the rancour of the Advertisers and 
Flacarders, the Author was prepared to expect, though 
not, that it would operate to so great an extent, as to 
occasion some of the more opulent of one of the classes 
whichit exposes,(namely the Gin«shopkeepers),to threaten 
with annihilation, any individual, of their own community, 
whom they should detect to be the writer, of such ter^ 
rific disclosures ; and the means of effecting which, to be 
attained, .by opening an advertising concern, as near as 
possible, to the premises of the unfortunately detected in** 
dividual, and, from the more knowing advantages they 
possess, in the methods of underselling, and from the no- 
toriety and wealth they have acquired, to render a sacri- 
fice to themselves, of no great consequence, completely to 
destroy his only means of subsistence. Lest, therefore, a 
suspicion, against some innocent person should have 
arisen, and which it appears, may be the cause of his ruin, 
the Author begs most solemnly to state, that, however 
equivocal the information may be, which he has afforded, 
he is not, nor ever has been, one of themselves, and that al- 
though, his reasons for writing thus anonymously, may 
be, that he does not choose unnecessarily to lay himself 
open, to the combined vengeance of the host, which the 
contents of the work exposes, for they are many, yet 
whatever he is, or may prove to be, (should discovery as 
to his person ever take place,) he is one, who neither 
fears their malice, nor, the utmost stretch of their re- 
sentment. 



I. 

In addressing the I^ublic on a subject of such 
importance as the detection and exposure of fraud, 
especially when the health and - comfort of all 
classes of the community is concerned, it is neces- 
sary, to a forcible and efficient appeal, that the 
poison so addressing himself have considerable eX'-' 
perience relative to the nature of the frauds in^ 
tended to be exposecf, and that he be able to pro- 
duce facts in support of the arguments which he 
may see it necessary to advance. 

That I can enforce the object I have in view, 
in both these respects, I have every expectation ; 
and I trust, that my labours may operate as some 
check to the continuance of tliat which really exists, 
as a most serious evil. 

That the sale, through thie medium of advertise- 
ments and printed bills, of a spurious article for 
the genuine, deserves the exposure of every honest 
tradesman, and, if the fact be proved, the repro- 
bation of every member of society, I should think 
no one will attempt to deny, as the .character 
of the former, and the health and pockets of the 
latter, both essentially suffer by the system. 



As an old Wine and Spirit Merchant retired 
from businessi with a competency, acquired by 
fair trading, no feeling of pique, as to the in- 
jury caused to my own pursuits by the system I 
feel it my duty to reprobate, can be supposed to 
have suggested the idea of opening the eyes 
of the public, to the fraudulent practises it con- 
ceals; or, in so doing, to influence. dq^ in. offering 
^y o^t^er^ than an impartial and matter-of-fact 
statement. 

Haying a f,w leisure, moments on my hands, and 
froni Diiy/yputh having been accustomed to an 
^active Ufe^ I was induced, in order to occupy my 
leisure^ to comquence this treatise * for the in- 
formation of my own circle of acquaintance; nor 
should I have been prevailed on, to offer it to the 
notice of the public, but for a late trial in the 
CoQft of Estchequer, for adulteration,t and the 
additional incitement, occasioned by a conviction 
of the influence which the present system of im-i> 
position. (through the means of advertisements and 
printed bills) is gaining on the public mind. 

We baye .lat;ely .wiliQessed mining aind other 
yf;ld spjEKjql^tipns, by which th^ pocMts of hundreds 
have been emptied^ and their est«tias!rviin(9d« We 



* !■ 



. * Since penning the chief part of this treatise, I have ob<p 
served' some clever Articles on the same subject in, Nos. 616, 517, 
5l6, of the Literary^OazeUe. 

t Attomey^GeoeralverfiifOhMeld, to' wbich I i^haH* have oo- 
cation to refer wheii I arrive at ancdhei' part of .my stii]r|eet. 



have seen too^ the long advertisements, in which 
great and splendid advantages were offered to those 
who chose to embark in them: — the most un- 
bounded wealth promised and expected. 

In those instances, however, the results have dis* 
covered the impositions, and. exposed (though con- 
veyed under fine high sounding expressions) the 
adulteration of principles (if I may be allowed the 
term) to what has been proved to. be, false and empty 
purposes. We have blamed those : persons who, 
snder the suppoisitioii that all the professions were 
genuine, were induced to Embark in aucb under*^ 
takings, dnd wba found, by sad experience, they 
had been deceived by spurious articles; 

Notwithstanding, the credulity of the piibhc is n6t 
exhausted. Other and not less egregious impositions 
Hr^ now placed beforiethetn by Advertising and Pia* 
carding Wine and S^rif MereharitSf the fidsefaood of 
whose pretensions, are, income 4'espects, more easily 
detected, as the Duties 6h Wines and Spirits, and 
l^ir cost at the Dock», are generally knowii ; and 
it infust therefore appear, in a gi*eat degree, extra- 
ordinary, to persons unacquainted with the intrica- 
cies of the businessi how it is possible, lor those 
advertisers and placarders, to sell their articles at a 
less price, than their real and apparent cost. J think, 
I shall discharge a valuable doty, if I clear up the 
mystery^ and prove, that/ instead of vending on 
lower terms than oihersi' and' gaining less profit^ 
they are absolutely realising larger profits than re- 

b2 
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spectable persons in the trade, although they resort 
to so expensive a. plan^ as that of adFertising in the 
newspapers, and distributing printed bills, &c. 

But, as my object in this treatise is as much to 
expose the adnlterations and impositions which 
are practised with Spirits as well as with Wine, I 
will commence with a few remarks on the former, 
and illustrate my position by calculation, whereby 
the publiC' will he enabled, to see behind the curtain. 

And here,! wish itto be clearly.uuderstood, that, 
as one professing the feelings and principlea of a 
fair* tradesman, and who can conscientiously af- 
firm that he has been such,.and only such, it is ncrt 
my intention to bear hard on the whole of any one 
class of Advertising and Placarding Wine and 
Spirit Merchants, indiscriminately, for the delin- 
<}uency of a part, any further than I am supported 
by unanswerable facts ; but merely to show, that, 
such impositions and adulterations do exist, and in 
what manner, and by whom, they are chiefly prac- 
tised; to the deteiment of the honest trader, and the 
sacrifice of the health and pockets of those to whom 
'ignorance is bliss/ 

It is, however, a singular fact, that the majority 
of our Spirit Advertisers and Placarders is com- 
posed of Gin-shop-keepers ; but, as there is no spi« 
rit whatever so much adulterated, or with whieh^ 
{through the medium of pfaeap prices,) so much de- 
ception is practised, as with the article of Gin, it 
may not appear altogether so extraordinary that» 
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having attained a proficiency in the art of selling 
the one at less than cost price, they should form 
the majority also of those, who advertise Wines od 
the same curioas terms. 

But, as I have already stated, that my aim is not 
against any class of dealers in particular, any fur- 
ther, than the facts themselves extend to them ; but, 
to protect my fellow citizens from imposition, and 
the honest Wine Merchant from the charge of exact- 
ing extravagant profits, I will first endeavour to* 
show, the relative facility possessed by the Ad* 
vertising Wine Merchant, and that by the Ad- 
vertising Giurshop-keeper ; though, with respect to* 
the article of Spirits, I fear it will almost exclu- 
sively apply to the latter, as one of the most essen- 
tial requisites on which to found the means must 
be a Retail License;* and to those, therefore, of 
my readers who belong to the middling and poorer 
ranks of society, and others^ who purchase at these 
receptacles, under the supposition that they are 
served with the genuine article, at a cheaper rate, 
this part of my subject may be considered, as of 
more particular and vital importance. 

The only means whereby adulteration can be suc- 
cessfully and securely carried on by the Retail or Gin- 

* In addition to this retail Ueenae, any Gin-ahop-keeper may 
poasess a wholesale license by paying ten ponnda per annnm ex- 
tra, and may condiict the two branches of business attached t» 
them on one and the same premises; thus, from this circnmstance 
alone, he is placed far above an equality with the Wine Mercbanl^ 
who has only a wholesale license. 
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shop' Advertiser ainl Placard^r^ is by making we 
of tbe decreases^' \vhich daily occur in bis stock, 
between ,the periods an which his Excise Officer 
surveys it ; and, as he is not obliged to render any 
account of such decreases, or, if in any particular 
artiple the officer should, find no decreai^ from the 
last stock (although it should be well known to, him; 
that a portion of it had been sold), why. a decrease 
in that article should not appear, the facilities for 
ayojdiog any detection of adulterating practices 
are great indeed. 

With tb^ dbeap advertiser, however, possessed 
only of a Wholesale License, which does not allow 
him to send out a less quantity than two gallons, the 
case is widely different ; for, not only is every article 
of Spirits, with its strength, which is sent from 
his stock, taken an account of^ but for any decrease! 
that may appear in that stock, (no matter from what 
cause,^) beyond five gallon^ per cent, he is sufayect 

* One of the first oonYictions that took place under this regu- 
lation* was, I believe> with a Wine Merchant who had a large con- 
n/BxioQ in thq uavy, aud who pleaded (on a decrease of more than 
five gallons per cent, being found in his stock of spirits) that he 
had been treating a number of his naval customers with punch, &c. 
but as the commissioners did not think he possessed a sufficient 
number .to cause the decrease* hia plea was rejected: what makea 
tlie circumstance exceedingly singulfir, was his having been one 
of the persons who proposed and assisted in the framing of the Act. 
The object of entailing a penalty for this offence, was for the pur- 
pose of protecting the Gin-shop-keeper against the wholesale 
dealer acting as a retailer ; but as the former has no difficulty with 
his decreases, (although having a wholesale license in addition Co 
his other), as he has only to account for them as having been oc-> 
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to a heavy fine. H^iice it follows, that, very few 
persons indeed, if any, having only Wholesale Li- 
censes, are focmd to advertise <^beap Spirits ; and, if 
they do, it is at considerably higher jprices than 
those quoted by the class of Gin-shop-keepers; 
and their means of doing so at all, may be consi- 
dered, with but few exceptions, to arise more from 
the inferior quality of the Spirits, than from any 
gteat extent of adulteration. To begin, however, 

with the article of 

* 

COGNAC BRANDS. 

The prices, as I have gathered them from sua* 
dry advertisements and placards, and from the nu- 
merous printed bills left at my house (to the great 
i^nnoyance of, myself and seirvant^), at Mchich the. 
advertising dealers propose to sell the very fiseafl 
qualities of this brandy, are i'ls. Qd.; 26f.; 2&Si 
6d.} 24s^} and 23^. 6d. per gallon; but, when 
I sbaU have s^iown to my readers, as I will 
do, that, notwithstanding all the heavy expences 
which attach to this article, and that, although 
no description of it is to be purchased at any- 
thing like even the highest of the advertised 
prices, an enormous profit is realized by the [dftM 
carders, I almost question whether many will not 
feel a desire to engage in such an extremely lucrative 

— ■ i ^ — : — : : — : -^ i^l: 

casioued by what he has sold over his bar in small quantities, how 
amply to his benefit the object is fulfilled I leave others to surmise. 
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traffic. In order, however, to enable the reader to 
understand the manner in which the adulteration 
of this article is performed, I shall describe, shortly, 
the materials, which enter into the composition of 
the spurious Brandy, which generally comprises the 
stock of the Advertising Wine and Spirit Merchant. 
The methods^ by which Cognac Brandy ia adul- 
terated, are various; but, they are all effected by 
the admixture with such portion of it, as will an- 
swer the intention of the cheap seller, of the follow- 
ing articles. In some instances the whole, in 
others, only a*part of them are introduced ; and the 
number, quantity, and proportions in which they 
are used, are regulated by the experience, which 
the placarder has acquired, of the public taste. 

Spanish or Brandies of very inferior quality to Cognac. They 
BordesiUT *^^ ^^^ Heldom used by the advertising retailer, as 

they pay the same duty as Cognac, and therefore, 
iSrandy. approach too nearly the same expense, to serve as 

a profitable basis. I believe, however, that they 
are frequently sold genuine (except ooly a slight 
reduction in strength) by the wholesale Spirit ad- 
vertiser, under the title of ' Curious old soft JUt^ 
vored Cognac^ ten years old.* 

Old Neu* Neutral-flavored Rnro, is such, as possesses the 
tral-flavor- '^^^ flavor. It must be of the finest quality, and 

the highest marks of Wedderbum's Rums are ge* 
eo num. nerally preferred as being of that description. 

Their prices vary from ia». 9d. to ]4#. 6d. with- 
out the overproof, if purchased by the puncheon ; 
but if in smaller quantities, the cost is at a higher 
rate. 
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Rectified 
Spirits. 



British 
Brandy 
Bitters. 



By rectified Spirite» is not meftnt the oeml Spirits 
of Wine, though now sold by oor rectifiersy in 
some respeclSy under the name regulation. The 
difference between the two articles in their mano* 
facture is, that the rectified Spirits of which I now 
speakg is distilled from better and cleaner Spirits, 
and afterwards rectified to extract the essential oil, 
in order to render it as iasteksi as possible; whilst 
Spirits of Wine is generally made, from the feints 
and refuse of all other Spirits and Compounds put 
together; and undergoes, only the simple process of 
distillation. li is sold under the denomination of 
plain Spirit^, and is to be bought at twenty-five 
per cent, overproof for about Idf. 7d. per gallon, 
including the overpfoof ; and« therefore, when re- 
duced to proof, costs only 13#. 6|d per gallon, as 

the following will show : 

L. s. d. 
100 gals, of Rectified SpiriU at 

15*. 7d. . . 77 18 4 
25 gals, of water to reduce it to proof 
makes up 125 gals, proof Rectified Spirits at 

"^2*. 5|d. «j IS . 77 18 4 

It may be requisite, however, just to observe, that, 
all dealers are restricted from keeping Rectified Spi- 
rits in stock, or sending it out at a less strength 
than it is received in at But as the retailer has 
to render no other account of its disposal to his 
Excise Officer, (should there be a decrease], whea 
the stock is taken, than is afforded by the permits 
he has had occasion to draw for sending out two 
gallons of it or upwards, such a restriction does 
not in the least interfere with his means of using 
it in any Spirit he pleases. 

British Brandy Bitters is used to fill up the 
flavor, but comparatively in small quantities, as it 
is exceedingly powerful : it is usually composed of 
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British 
Brandy. 



Cherry- 
laurel 
water. 



RectiM Spirifte^ Camomile nontn^ 
Cassia, Orange Peel, 

Carrawayaj &e. ice. 

The cobI it aboot 9«. 6d. per gallon. 

An imitation of French : the eompoand of which, 
prerlously to distillation, consists generally of the 
following proportionate ingredients : 

80 gallons of Rectified Spirits, 50 overproof. 
7 gallons of Vinegar. 

12 ounces of Orace Root 

15 pounds of Raisins* 
2 pounds of Vitriol. 
The cost price is from I9f. to lis. per gallon, 
twenty-two pefcent. Miderproof. 

This is intended to answer the same purpose as 
British Brandy Bitters, but is more generally 
mad^ use of, because the quantity of it applied 
does not prevent a trial of the strength of the 
Brandy by the hydrometer. Its qualities are 
highly pernicious, and evtio potsoitous. 



Extract of Extract of Almond Cake Is prepared by keeping a 

Almond qsaotity of the cake in Spirits of Wine for a long 

p ■ time. It is intended to impart to adulterated 

•: * ' Brandy a taste resemhlTng the fine kernel flavor 

which the genuine article possesses. 



Extract of 
Capsicums^ 
or Extract 
ofGraiii.sof 
Paradise. 



Known in the trade-by the denomination of Devil. 
The Extraictof Capsicums isrmade by putting a 
quantity of -tlie small' Bast Isdia Cliellies into a 
bottle of Spirits of Wine, and keeping it closely 
stopped for about a flionth; The same process is 
performed with Graitt» of Paradise. The purposes 
of both are obvious from their natures. They art 
used to impart an appearance of strength by the 
hot pungent flavor which they irifuse into the Spi- 
rit requiring their aid.. They are mixed separately^ 
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according to tbe dpinions of the maicer-up as !• 
which answers the purpose best; their properties 
being sirnilar, with respect to their giving a hot 
ta6te in the mouth, which passes for strength with 
the persons imposed upon. 

Colourings Colouring consists merely of a preparation of 
Su&'ar &C ^^^^^ sugar. It is employed to bring up.the coloai 
' ' 'of Braiidy wh}ch may have become too pale by the 
preceding mixtures. It \% uaed to answer the 
same «nd with Rum. The reasons for the appli- 
cation of 9ugQT will be seen in the coiirse of my 
remarks. 

My Readers being thu9 necessarily informed of 
tbe ingredients which compose the Tarious adul« 
terations of Brandy, after a few further remarks, in 
order to render them still better acqustioited with the 
nature of tbe subject on which I am treating, I 
will offer to their notice such examples as shall 
clearly prove the facts I have advanced. 

By a late Act of Parliavnent all dealers are 
allowed to reduce Brandy, Rnm, Arrack, Hol- 
lands &c* to any degree of strength not less than^ 
seventeen per cent underproof,^ by Sykes's Hy- 



■'-t- 



* My acquaiptaoee with the Wine trade has been very ex- 
t^n^ive, and enables me to state that I ha?e never knpwn afiy of 
tbose individuals who carried on what may be termed tbe more 
respectable business, (that is^ where the Wine Merchant depended 
more on the quality of his article than on any extraordinary cheap- 
aeas in price,) to keep their Brandies and Rums, &o. at a less 
strength than six or eight per cent, underproof, although they 
were allowed by the Act to reduce them lo seventeen per cent «rw 
derproof* 
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drometer :t but that trade must be very poor indeed 
that does not allow a retail dealer to keep, (without 
the fear of detection,) a stock of ten or twenty 
gallons of both Brandy and Rum always on hand, 

f I have borrowed Ihe following extract from Accum'a Culi- 
nary PoiionBf (P^S^ 236)« as affordinig the clearest definition of 
the terms underproof and overproof, and the nature of the hf- 
drometer : be says, ' By the Excise Laws at present existing in 
this eoBotry, the various degrees of strength of Brandy, Rum, Ar- 
raoic. Gin, Whisky, atid all other spirituous liquors, chiefly com- 
posed of little else than Spirits of Wine, are determined by the 
quantity of alcohol, of a given specific gravity, contained in the 
spirituous liquor of a supposed unknown strength. The grest 
public importance of this subject in this country, wliere the con- 
sumption of spirituous liquors adds a vast sum to the public re- 
venue, has been the means of instituting many very interesting ex- 
periments on the subject. The instrument used for that purpose, 
by the Customs and officers of the Excise, is called Sykes's hy« 
drometer, which has superseded the instrument called Clarke's 
hydrometer, heretofore in use. The specific gravity or strength 
of the legal standard spirit of excise is technically called proof, 
or proof spirit. " This liquor (not being sweetened, or having 
any ingredienii disiolved in it to defeat ihe strength thereof J, at 
the temperature of 51® Farhenheit, weighs exactly H parts of an 
equal measure of distilled water;'' and with this spirit, the 
strengths of all other spirituous liquors are compared according to 
law. The strength of Brandy, Rum, Arrack, Gin, and other spi- 
rituous liquors weaker than proof, or below proof, is estimated by 
the quantity of water which would be necessary to bring the spirit 
up to proof. The hydrometer is calculated to show the per cent- 
age of strength above or below proof, as the case may be, of the 
Spirit submitted to trial. The stem of the instrument is gra- 
duated, and so subdivided, as to meet every variety in the strength 
of the liquor to be examined which may fall between the weights 
(nine in number) used with the instrument; the divisions and sub- 
divisions on the hydrometer, which remain above the surface of 
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at twenty or e^^en twenty*five per cent under- 
proof.^ The dotty on Brandy, per imperial galloii, 

• . ) 

the liquor in which the iti^trument it made to iwiin, beiDg^ added 
to the number on the weight used, and together forming the indi- 
cation. But as the difference of temperature affects materially the 
specific gravity of spiiritoons liqaors, a tliermometer and tables of 
the concentration of strength, as denoted by the hydrometer, are 
Qsed in the application of the instmment. The officer of Excise 
has, therefore, only to tarn to the tables opposite the indication, 
and immediately under the temperature he fiods the per centage 
of the strength of the liquor ; for example. 

Weight 'used . . . 60 . 

JSubdivitiion shown by the hydrometer 1^ 



'Temperature by the Thermometer 68^ 

Opposite 51% in the column of indication, and under the 68th de- 
gree of temperaton3, is 8^ per cent, above or Dver proof; " had, 
however, the weig.ht 60 been required, instead of weight 50, at 
the same degree of' temperature, the indication would have been 
61 j^, and the strength 6f^ per cent, below or underproof** 

* Brandy and Rttm is seizable if sold by, or found in the posses-^ 
sion of the dealer^ unless it possess a certain strength, (seventeen 
per cent, under proof by Sykoses hydrometer).' The following are 
the words of the Aict, (30 Geo» 3, c. 37, sec. 31.) No distiller, rec- 
tifier, compouiider« or dealer, shall serve or send out any foreign 
spirits of a lower strength than that of one in six, under hydro- 
meter proof, accorcling to Claiice's hydrometer, {equivalent to se* 
menteen per cent, below proq^ according to Sykei^a hydrometer)' 
nor have in his possession any foreign Spirits mixed together* ex* 
eept Cherry qr tUspberry Brandy, of lower strength, than a» 
aforesaid, upon pain of such Spirits being forfeited, and such Spi- 
rits, with the caskn aud vessel:} containing the same, may be seized 
by any officer of Excise. 

* As a proof Ithat I do uot exaggerate facts, about a week 
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is 225. 6d. ; anfd the cost at this time of good fair 
Brandy from 4^. 6d. to Ss. per gallon, indepen- 
dently of the nsnal reckoning of AOd. per gallon 
as interest on daty : for example— « 

L, #• d. JL. s, d. 

Dutj . 12 6 Doty . 12 6 

Cost 4 6 Co&t . 5 

AdYaiTcetff money 10 Advance of money 10 

1 7 10 per gal. 18 4 per gal. 



Thus, then, the first costs 27s. lOd, per gallon, the 
latter 28^. 4d.} to which, if we add ithe expence of 
cartage, servants* wages, -waste of ' strength, &c. 
(but without any allowance for the tvijling charges 
of advertising, &c.) as at ^d. per gallon, it renders 
the average cost 2Bs* Qd. and 29^\ per gallon. 
The prices at which this is sold by the equitable 
Wine Merchant to his private customers is at ani 
advance of from 3^. to 4^. Qd* per gal]lon ; on which 
he has to give six, twelve, and, in many instances. 



since, when in tewn,- I sent diy seirVant to purchase a bottle of 
brandy and rum, at one of our largest Ad^ertisiiog and Placarding 
Gin-shops, by way of experiiilent. On tryi ng fheir relative 
strength, I found the Rum thirty- two per cent, underproof, tlie 
Brandy I stij^osed about tWenty-eight or thirt)/ per cent, under; 
hut as- thc^. hitter had been sweetei led, which prevents its bein^ 
pfdved by the hydrometer, I was obiliged to dec ide by comparing 
its tfpfiiarent strength with that of t;he Rum. f'he taste of both, 
however, was so filled op with artilicial heal and :flafor, th^t ft 
would be' a difficult matter for any c me unacquainted with the se- 
cret to tell, by the palate, whether i vc no, either of them were not 
considerably stronger. 



^ J 



19 

eighteen months credit ; and, to those of bis con- 
nexion, who (as dealers) have to sell it again, at an 
advance only of from 1^. to 1^. 6d. per gallon ; but, 
when it is considered, that, with regard to the latter, 
very heavy bad debts* ar^ frequently incurred, I 
do not think, at the very outside, the profits realized 
average more than from five to six and a half per 
cent, per annum ; and the only reason which I can 
conceive for the sale of an article (attended with so 
small and disproportionate a profit for so great a 
risk of loss) being continued, by those who sell it 
genuine, is, that, it frequently becomes the means of 
introducing the saje of other commodities, to which, 
a greater remuneration is attached ; in short, it is 
what is usually denominated in the trade, a leading 
articled 

Having thus, however, shown what the cost of 
the article is, to supply it of fair and genuine quality, 
(the correctness of which must beknown to several, 
and may be easily ascertained by all my readers,) 
I will now proceed to give some examples, which 
will disclose to the public the golden secret, by 
which the placarding dealers are enabled to sell, as 
Brandy at 24s. per gallon, that, which costs about 

twenty per cent. more. 

I I , 

* In many concerns I Iniow iHo b« ft fact* o^ifig to tbeetMrmous 
advai^^ of mon^y to duty on Pr.aDdy>.wbicb rcodera « bad debt 
witb tihis article extreipely heavy, tbat, so far from gaining any per 
centage at all^ npou a calculation of the profits and loss for a twelve- 
niontli; the Ibsi^bas exceedl^d the amount of profits as muebas ten 
and/fifteen .pfir:ceikt^Aiid^ia'8oiaeiii8tances, coipsidefaMy more^ 
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Example 1 :-~ 

To make up 100 gallons ot 'full proof Brandy,* to eott 

only 21 «. 4|i.^ 

dO gals, of fine CogoacBraody^ s/d, L. #. dm 

proof . . al 29 pergal. 72 10 

31 gals, of Old Neutral-flavor- 
ed Rom, previoasly reduced 

to proof • . . << 13 20 3 

9 gals.ofOld Nentral-flaYor- 
ed Rum, twenty-fiye per 
cent, overproof, including 
overproof . • — 16 6 — — 7 8 6 

10 gals, of British Brandy, 
twenty-two per cent, under- 
proof 13 6 : 6 15 ' 



100 g9\B. offktll proof Brandy 9X2ls.4id,^— 106 16 6 

To the above must be added*- . ■ 

1 pint of Colouring. 100)2l36(2I.4f i«r 

i pint of Cherry-laurel water. fif*>»- ?22-. P^' ^^' 
i pintof Extract of Almond Cake. j36 . 



36 
12 



100) 438 (4d. 
400 

38 
4 



100)152(1 
100 

52 



Thus, then, by the process I have described, may 
be produced 100 gallons of • Eill Proof Brandy,* 
which will bear to be tried by the hydrometer, and 
the cost of which is, but 2\s. 4}rf. per gallon, 
imperial measure. When this quantity shall have 
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been redaced to. seventeen per cent, anderproof 
(the lowest > strength at which government allows 
it to be sold), by the addition, of seventeen gallons 
of water, with- a larger proportion of Caiourinfff 
Extract of Almond Cake^ Cherry^laurel Water^ 
and Extract of Capsicums^ it will have cost only 
\Ss. Sd. per gallon^ as the following, will show. 
Example 2 : — 

100 gals, of proof niade-up Brandy^ as in Example L. s. si- 
the firsi, at J/. J5..4H^ 106 16. 6 
17 gals, of Water. 20 

(} pint of Colouring \ 117)2136 (18. 3J^ 

f pint of Ex. of Almond Cake ( gals- 117 per gal.' 

fpintofCheny.laurelWaterr^^'*'®"*'- 966 

I piotof Ex. of Capsicums ) 936 

117- gals, of Brandy, seventeen per cent, on- 30 

^""^ derproof, at 18#. ^.^j per gallon. 12 

* The qnantit V of the article increased by 117) 366 (3cf. 
these ingrediexits pays their expense. 35^ 

15 

_4_ 

60 



The reader will also perceive, by the calculation in 
example the first, that, by increasing or diminish- 
ing the different proportions of either one or the 
other of the articles used, a corresponding difference 
in the cost price, may be obtained accordingly. 

Thus, by adding twenty or twenty-five gallons 
of water^ instead. of seventeen, with a still . greater 
proportion of the flavoring ingredients mentioned, 
to the 100 gallons of proof made-up Brandy, we 
have the prices reduced to 18*. and 17*. Irf, per- 

c 
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galloB. Ad, faowever, it can only be done to the 
extent of tbe first example^ by the largest of our 
6in«shop Placarden, without tbe danger of disco- 
Yery» it is by others, whose consamption is not so 
extensive^ usually made up in quantities of tdn, 
fifteen, or twenty gallons^ as opportunity serves. 

And here it may very naturally be inquired, how 
this can be done without the Excisemaii (whose 
duty it is to prevent such imposition) being able to 
detect it. I will propose a short case, which I 
think will fully explain why, there are so few 
chances of his doing so j and the rarity of such 
detections is not6rious. ' A Retail and. Wholesale 
Licensed Dealer*s stock is taken on the eighteenth 
of November : we will suppose it then to con^- 
sist of, 

Neatral-flavor. 



Proof Cognac 

Brandy, 

110 gallons. 



Proof neutral- 

flaYored Rum, 

100 gallons. 



ed Rum, 25 per 
cent, under- 
proof, 
50 gallons. 



British Brandy, 
22 per cent* 
underproof, 
40 gallons. 



The officer dti^es not again sorvey bitn for a 
period of twenty-eight, day^i;; and hb hok sdld dct-> 
ring the interWc^djate tiipe, in quantities of l€9s*[ 
than two gallons^ as foUow^:: 

Neutral-flavor- 
ed Rum, 25 per 



Proof Cognac 

Bnmdy, 

60 gaUona, 



Proof neutral- 
flavored Ram, 
35gAllaiis. 



cent, 'over- 
proof, • 
20>g<aUoB8^ . 



British Brax^dy, 
22 per cent, 
nn^erproof, 
3, gallons. 



* For any quantity which a Gin-shop-keeper, who is possessed 
of a wholesale license^ may send out from hia stock of two galkrtis. 
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These several amounts, deducted from his stock 
oh the eighteenth of November, leave the amonnt 
of what his stock should be, when his £]xciseman 
surveys it. For example, 

British 
Brandy, 98 

derprooC 
40ga}8. 



Stock as taken^^''''^^'^f 
6n the 18th of t "*c Brandy, 

Nov.^henthe ) UQ gaJg. 
officer last sur- I 
veyed. J 

Sold , or sent 

out in the in- I ^^ *5. . 

termediate ^ ^ "^to 

tirae. 

Axnoimt of v 
what the stock -\ ' 
skooldbeNirheii V 50 gal0;* 
his offiber riur- / 
▼eysic. J 



Proof aeu-, 
trat*<flaVored 

100 gals. 



35 ditto 



65 gtfls.f 



Neutral -fla- 
vored ^Ruin, 
2d per cent, 
overproof, 

50 gals. 



20 ditto 



30g«ls.J 



3 ditto 



37^ahi.$ 



Previously however to his afficer'i» visit, he 
as in example first, 

t '31 gallons of Proof neutral-flavored Rum, 
^ . 9 gallons of neutral-flavored' Rum, S5 per cent, orerproof, 
$ and to gaflons of British Brandy, 32 per cent, underproof; 

to his remaining 
^ 50 gallons of Proof Cognac Brandy, 



or upwards, he is obliged to draw a permit, the same as tliose who 
are exclusively wholesale dealers ; and^ if he had to account for 
the decreases occasioned by what he disposes of in smaller quan- 
tities, or, if the system were so altered as to admit of some stfeh 
check, he would be equally as much restricted from adulterating, as 
those are who are only wholesale dealers. As, however, any accoupt 
of the kited oafnnot be k^pt Uritfeir the present regulation, and the 
Gin-sh op ^ fceeper i« c ons tan t ly d im i ni s h i ng hw stouk over his retail 
bar, it does not in the l^atrt affedt his means of adulterating any 
ftrliWe he pleases, as he is still able to do it, to within a very little 
(for the sake of appearanci^s) of what he has sold in quantities of 
Jess than two gallons; or, in othier words, to nearly the extent of such 

c 2 
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Thus rendering his stock as consisting of 



Proof neutraU 
flavored Rum, 
34 gal8.t 

t Thifi, by look- 
ing at the accoimt 
of what the stock 
of proof Rum ought 
properly to be, we 
see, should appear 
as sixty-five gal« 
Ions. Thus, at the 
same time, the pro- 
per decrease of 
thirty-five gallons 
^the quantity the 
ciealer has sold) is 
altered to tisiy-wc 
gaUonSvby hishav- 
mg taken thirty' one 
gallons more of the 
same Rum to trans- 
form into Bnmdj. 



Neutral flavor- 
ed Rum, 25 per 
centoverproof, 
21 gal84 

X The same may 
be said of this as of 
the proof Rum. 
The dealer has ta- 
ken nine gallons to 
assist him in ma- 
nufacturing his 
Brandy, conse- 
quently making the 
quantity hehas sold 
appear as twenty 
nine' gallons 'in 
stead of twenty, and 
altering his stock, 
which should \» 
thirty gallons, to 
twenty-one gallons 
only. 



Proof made-up 
Brandy^but ta- 
ken at Cognac, 
100 gals.* 

• This, we per- 
onvei, should be 
ouXy fifty gallons, 
according to the de- 
crease occasioned 
by what has been 
sold ; yet as the ad- 
dition of the above 
articles, though 
rendering the re- 
tailer's stock as 
eme ftumlredgallons 
instead of./i/^, still 
enables urn to re- 
tain a decrease of 
ten gallons from hb 
last stock, for in- 
stance, 

gflds. 
Last stock 110 
Present stock 100 

Decrease • 10 

He has thus ma- 
'saged to introduce, 
without the fear of 
detection, fifty gal 
kms of manu- 
factured Brandy, 
which, y/hea ex- 
hausted, he can 
again make up as 
circumstances per- 
mit. 

The Exciseman attends, and takes this as the 
Dealer's stock; he finds there is no increase in any of 

decreases in bis stocky as are not accounted for, by the permits he bas 
drawn. In the case above stated, in order to render it plainer to 
my readers, I have supposed^ that, no quantity requiring a permit, 
lias been sold or sent from the stock. 



British Brand j« 
22 per cent* 
underproof* 
27 gal8.§ 

$ This, we see, 
should he thirty- 
seven gallons. Ohoz 
retailer, however, 
having occasion to 
take ten gallons to 
add to his Cognac 
Brandy, thus lea- 
sens his stock of it 
that quantity, and 
causes the amount 
of whathe has sold 
of it to appear as 
thirteen gallons in- 
stead of three gal- 
lons only. The of- 
ficer supposes he 
has sold eighteen 
gallons, and, as it 
IS not part of his 
4uty to requin aa 
account of the de- 
creases (however 
disproportionate), 
overlooking its im- 
posnbility under 
the presentsystem, 
its correctness ia 
never questioned. 
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the articles' since his last visit; concludes it is 
all right; and/ without any possible means on his 
part to prove it otherwise, it is passed as correct. 

Thus then we see, that, even without any diminu- 
tion of strength, the opportunities which a Gin- 
shop Advertiser has of adulterating his Brandy, 
are so great, that to do so, is neither a matter of 
much difficulty, nor attended with any great risk 
of detection. ' 

In making up low Brandies for what is termed 
the bar, or, as the Retailers themselves express it, 
' the glass and bottle trade,* ^ the best judges 
invariably sweeten them; not only in order to 
conceal the strength, but, by th^ fullness it imparts 
to the palate, to prevent a discovery of the 
etceteras, used in their composition. 

It is necessary also, that, I should explain, that 
whenever sweets, such as British Brandy Bitters, 
British Cherry Brandy , Sugar, &c. have been mix- 
ed with Brandy, its strength cannot be proved by 
the hydrometer. But, as the Dealer, by a late 
regulation, has to keep the per centages of the 
strengths of his Brandy and other Spirits marked 
on each of the casks, which contain any Spirituous 
Liquors, and he takes care, that the strengths, shall 



* For the information of those who may be unacquainted with the 
meaning of these terms! must explain to them, that the 'glass trade 
refers to that class of consumers entitled dram-drinkers, the 'bottle 
trade* to those customers who apply for Spirits and Wine in the 
separate quantities of pint, quart, gallon^ or upwards. 
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not appear as below the standard prescribed by ^ct 
of Parliament, from the time it would otherw^ise 
consume, it is only in tbei evenlof an information, 
or when the Exciseman ba^ any very great sus- 
piciopi that he makesa trial of such strengths, by the 
hydrometer ; or if, from any suspected spirit haying' 
been \inlawfully sweetened, he can obtain no satis- 
factory result by that instrument, of ascertainiog its 
rea/ strength by distillation ; which is the only pro- 
cess, under the circumstances I havei mentioned»by 
which it can be truly discovered* Should the oi^^cer 
be able to find that a Spirit has been sweetened^ 
which has not been admitted by him to b^ either a 
British or a Foreign Compound (independently of ^ 
penalty, should he find it of an illegal strength^, he 
can enforce one, which, by a late Act^ has become 
i^ttached to all Trackers who are detected of effecting* 
this alteration, with such Spirituous Liquors as do 
not rank under the head of Compounds. The com- 
paratively small quantities, however, of Brandy, &c. 
which the Retailers ms^nage to have on hand, made 
up in a sweetened form, or of an illegal strength, 
when the officer surveys their stock, render any 
detection extremely rare. 

The method therefore, of making up sixty-three 
gallons of Brandy without the possibility of its 
strength being proved by the hydrometer, and to 
answer the end, of concealing in some degree 
such of the inofredients as would otherwise be 
too powerful, is given in the following 



ap^ and 
soften i 
the flaF> 
vor 
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Elamplte 8 : — 

25 gals, of proof Cognac s. d. L. s. d. 

Brandy . . . at 28 6 per gal. 35 12 6 
7 gals, of proof Bor*- 

deaux Brandy . - 25 6 *-— 8 18 6 
10 gals.ofprodfNentraU 

flavored Rum • . - 13 6 10 

T fill f ^ gal. of British Brandy 
Bitters;, 22 per cent. 

underproof • ,..96 ««^— 096 
1 gal. of British Cherry 
Brandy, 22 per cent. 
^ underproof • . — 10 — .— 10 
5 gals, of British Bran- * 
dy, 22 percent, un- 
derproof . - 13 6 3 7 6 

14 gais. of Water. 

69 gala, of Brandy, at 1 7s. 7d. 4f per 55 8 

gal. (strength, if distilled, about _20 

22 per cent, underproof.) 63)1108(17. 7 

gah. 63 per gal. 

To this must be added — 478 

8 lbs. of Lump Sugar, or Candy- 441 

Foo^e. 37 

I pint of Colouring. _2? 
} pint of Extract of Almond 63)444(7 

Cake. 44i 

} pint of Extract of Grains of 3 

Paradise. ^ 

12 

This, is of capital quality, but may be deterior- 
ated as much as U. 5d. per gallon, by introducing 
proof Beciified Spirits, at 12^. 6d. per gallon, in lieu 
of the Bordeaux Brandy. Another very profit- 
able source, is also obtained, even from the very 



28 

staves of the Brandy puncheons. As soon as the 
Brandy is racked frona the puncheons, four or 
five gallons of water are immediately put in, and 
allowed to remain three or four weeks, at the 
expiration of which time, they have imbibed a 
considerable portion of spirit; this material is 
called Cowct and is chiefly used in the adulteration 
of Cape and other Wines; but, as that will be 
treated of when I arrive at another part of my 
subject, I shall now proceed to the article of 

RUM. 

And here, I may observe, that, with regard to 
the opportunities for its adulteration, the same 
facilities exist as in Brandy, the same impositions 
are practised in point of strength, and the same 
means possessed and resorted to of evading the no- 
tice of the Exciseman. I should, however, inform 
my readers, that, as sweets are but seldom or never 
used in sufficient quantities with Rum (owing to 
the peculiar flavor of that Spirit) to' prevent a trial 
of its strength' by the hydrometer, and which con- 
sequently renders it more liable to the surveillance 
of the Excise Officer, the Advertising Cheap Dealers, 
as some alternative, are therefore in the habit of 
keeping on hand a less stock of it, of an illegal 
strength, though no diminution takes place in the 
quantity sold, as the punishment entailed on the of- 
fence (and the same with Brandy^ Rum, HoUands^^ 
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jfc.) barely amounts to a? restriction; the utmost 
penalty extendipg no further than the forfeiture 
of whatever Spirits there may be in stocky of 
an illegal strength, togetheVf with the casks or. 
vessels containing the same.^ I may here also 
add, that to prevent this, requires but little in* 
genuity or foresight, as Gin-shop-keepers, and par- 
ticularly those on a large scale, are generally aware 
of the time their stock is. to be taken, a. few hours 
before the officer pays his visit ;t and they have, 
therefore, nothing more to do (if they think he 

suspects them) than to pour into those casks, con- 

> ^ '■ 

* 30 Geo. 3, c. 37, tee. 31. No distiller^ rectifier^ conv 
pounder, or dealer; shall senre, or send out, any foreign Spirits of a 
lower strength than tbatofonein six under hydrometer proof/ae-' 
cording to Clark's hydrometer/ nor have in his possession, any. 
foreign Spirit/ mixed together, except Cherry or Raspberry 
Brandy,' of lower strength than as aforesaid, upon pain of such 
Spirits b^ing forfeited; -and such Spirits, with .the casks or vessels* 
containing the same, may be seized by any Officer of Excise. 

t The periods now appointed for the surveying of Dealers' stocks 
are once in every twenty-eight days; but occasionally what is 
termed a check stock is taken, which generally happens about 
seven days before or after the regular visit has been paid ;« conse- • 
quently, there is but little difficulty (except in cases of strong sus- 
picion) of ascertaining nearly the precise time; or, in the event of 
a surprise, as the dealer has generally a few minutes to spare* 
(which is all that is reqiHfljte) ^whilst the Exciseman is examining 
and entering the permits of such goods as have been received into 
stock since the last survey, the vigilance of that, officer, to 
whom no blame can be attached, and which, considering the nu- . 
merous duties he has to perform, is exemplary in the extreme, is 
altogether baffled. 

* SeTeateen per cent, underproof, according to Sykes's hydrometer. 
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tainiDg what Spirite they have of an illegal 
strength, the proper quantity of the same Spirit, 
at proof, to cause t.h6 strength to ascend to within 
the flAandard prescribed by Government. 

The impositions practised with Rum, generally 
consist in purchasing the low-priced Leeward 
Island Rums, and by artificial means, such as the 
use of the following articles, vending it as fine old 
Jamaica Rum of peculiar softness and flavor— 

A\e, Porter, Shrub, 

Extract of Orace Root, 

Clierry.laarel Water, 

Extract of GraiiM of Paradbe^ or Capaicnim. 

Another way is, by adulterating low-priced Ja- 
maica Rums, by the admixture of Rectified Spi- 
rits of Wine and Leeward Island Rum, together 
with whatever is necessary of the flavoring ingre- 
dients I have named, to improve and render it 
saleable. 

Leeward Island Rums^ ^re but seldom l^rought 
to this country at a higher pate of strength, than 
eight or ten per cent, overproof. 

The prices at which they may generally be 
bought are from Is.. Sd. and Is. 9d. to 2s. per 
gallon ; the duty is at 8^. 6^. per gallon, which is 

* It should be observed, that Leeward Island Rums, and the 
generality of low-priced Jamaica Rums, are of so coarse and rank 
a nature, as to render them almost unsaleable, unless, altered in 
their flavors by artificial means, or blended with otliers of a better 
descriptipn. 
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charged as well on the over proof; the expenses 
may be reckoned at 3d. per gallon. An example, 
therefore, of the cost at proof of 100 gallons of 
Leeward Island Rum at ten per cent, overproof, 
and examples also of the various prices to which it 
may be further reduced, are given as follows : 

Example 1 — 

loo G^II^nf Qf Leer «, d, L, s, d. 

w^d Island Ruin« at 1 9 per gal. 8 15 

Duty qn 100 gals. -80 4^ 10 

*10 Gals, of overproof- 8 6 — . 4 

Expenses on 100 

gals. .-03 150 



'■ > ■! »»■ 1 1 IIW . 



♦ For thU\ 
10 gals, of I 
overproof, I 

wat^ aie^ ) ^ 1<> Ga(lott8 of proof Rum, to cost) gg 15 q 

put into tke/ IO5. 3^(2. ^3^ per gallon . X 120 

cask, which, --^ /. ,^,., ^ '^ 

thus makes 110)1 136{ 10. 3J:;^ 

up . . / gMi* 110 per gal. 

35 
12 



110)420(3 
330 

90 
4 

110)360(} 
330 

30 
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Example 2— 

To redoee 65 gallons of the Tptoof Rum in the preceding example^ 
at lOf. djd. 1^ per gallon, to cost 9#. M. per gallon ; 
strength about 10 per cent, underproof. 
65 gals, proof Leeward «. d. L, $. d. 

Island Rom« at . . 10 3| ^ per gal. 28 7 6 

1 gal. Porter ... 2 020 

} gal. Shrub ... 9 046 

4} gals. Water. 

} pint Colouring \ Quantity • ^ft 14 o" 
} pint Grace Root linereased 20 
i pint Extract of /pays their 61)574(9. 4* «per gal. 
Capsicums . J expense. gals.^649 say 9s. 6d. 

61 gals. Rum, at 9s. Qd. per gal- 25 P^^ S^'* 

lon; strength about 10 per ^^ 

cent, onderproof. 61)300(4 

244 



s 

« 



56 
4 

61)224(1 
183 

41 
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Example 

To reduce 55 gallons of the ftoof Rom in Example 1« at 
10^. 3}(f. t^ per gallon, to cost 8«. 8}(f. per gallon ; strength, 
17 per cent underproof, the lowest at which Government allows 
of its sale. 

55 gals, proof Leeward 

Island Rum, at . • 

1 gal. Porter • . 

} gal. Ale .... 

f gal. Shrub . . . 

9 gals. Water. 

} pint Colouring \ 

I pintOrace Root 1 Quantity 

\ pintCherry-lau-uncreased 

rel Water . . . [pays their 
I pint Extract of I expense* 

Capsicums . •/ 

m gals. Rum, at 8#. %\d. per gal- 
loo; strength, 17 per cent, 
underproof. 



s, d, 

10 3} ^ per gal. 
2 
40 
9 



L. 

28 






7 
2 
2 
4 



d. 
6 


6 



28 16 
20 



66)576(8. 8} 
gals. 528 say 



per gal 
r. 8}cf. 



48 
12 

66)576(8 
528 

48 
4 



per gal. 



66)192(} 
132 

60 



34 

Or if fifty-five gallons of the proof Rum in Ex- 
ample Ist be further reduced to twenty-five and 
thirty -two per cent, underproof, (the former streng^th 
referred to in page 17| and the latter in note * 
page 17), by the addition of the proper propoilion 
of water, and a larger proportion of the flavoring' 
materials and Extract of Capsicums, the prices 
woald be Is. 1 Id. and 7^. 2d. per gallon. 

The terms on which Rums are advertised for 
' Ready money only^ are 10^. 4df, ; \0s. Bd. ; 1 1^. 
6d.i 12f. j.and ISs* 4d. per gallon (at the tw:o 
latter pl*ices9 the strength df the article to be 
* proof) J and 1 scarcely need, therefof e, pursue my 
calculatipm for the purpose of showing my readers, 
the various and enormous profits obtained on Ram, 
by odr cheap Placarders atid Advertisers, and the 
impositious practised on the health and purse of the 
public, under the plausible pretext, that * Steady 
money only* enables the modest Dealer to di^ose 
of these fine articles at prices so low. In ofTering, 
however, one more example of a mode of making 
up a Rum of * exceedingly fine flavor ^^ I wish to 
observe, that a restriction exists, only, as regards 
the admixture of the Rectified Spirits I have al- 
luded to, in my remarks on Brandy, but that all 
Rums of whatever quality, may be, what is termed, 
blended together. Hence it is, that a Wholesale 
Spirit Advertiser, is unable to make use of the ar- 
ticle of British Rectified Spirits with Rum, be- 
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cause, if he ventures to draw a permit, in order to 
account for a decrease, and does not send the 
goods,^ he is liable to a heavy penalty if dis- 
covered; or, should he succeed in obtaining a suf* 
ficient decrease to answer his purpose, he is* as 
equally, liable to hav« the corirespoiiding increase 
occasioned in his Rum, not only forfeited, but 
also accompanied with a similar heavy penalty jf 
whereas, the Gin-shop-keeper, who can neud out 
whatever he pleases from his retail bar, without 
having to render any account, may use it with im- 
punity; and, as he does not apply it any fiirther than 
as the decreases on his llum will allow, he is above 
all fear of detection.| 

* 21 Geo. 3, c. 65, sec. 21. Dealers taking oat a permit^ and 
not sending < away Ihe goods, nor returning the permit within the 
time of its limitation, forfeit treble the value of the goods ; and the 
goods alsq» if on taking stock there shall not appear a sufficient 
decrease to answer such permit. 

' t 21 Geo. 3, 0. 66, sec. 29. Dealers having an increase in 
their stocks, over and above what the officer found on the last pre- 
ceding survey* such decrease is to be deemed as brought in with- 
out permits or certificates, and ea equal qaanttty is to be forfeited, 
with the penalty of 50/. 

X To what extent he may occasionally make use of the article 
of British Rectified Spirits, I refer my readers to the case I have 
cited, showing the facility and security with which Bran4y msj 
be manufactured, see page 23, 
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Example 

T« mAe If M tee JMMca Kra, 101 gJIftm, te cm! 11«. 

gallM ; tW itraagtk, pr«<, 

aft A.^. li^ «. dL ' 

aft 3 6pcrgaL 3 15 

D^ M » gab. .^85 13 15 

Daty aa 7{ gik. af 
uba avcffffaai (pffopoT'* 
tiaaaB90gab.8t35 

far cnL arcrpnaQ .-86 339 

3D gala, httwwmildaad 
Raa^ at 8 per ceal. 



•mpraaf . . . ~ 1 9 - 




2 12 6 


Daty aa 30 gala. .--86- 




12 15 


Daty aa 2| gala, af 




• » . • 


avafffaai (tlw pfapor* 




*ji • . • 1 


tiaa aa 30 gala, aft 8 






par ccaft. ovcvpcuai} • *• 8 6 « 




113 


20 gBk. Beelificd SpiriU 




4 


56pcr caot. oTcrprooC 




• 


iodadiogtlieoTerproof — 19 6 - 




19 10 


31 gala.Watar,bdagthe 




55 12 6 


proportioa leqaiaite to 




20 


radaee tbe whole to 


101)1112(11 /o«,per gal. 


prooi C 
1 pint coloariag . .\ Qoantit j 


;ala. 


101 aay 111. pergtl 




102 


1 pint Ex. Oraee Root I iacreaaed 




101 


f pint Cherry-iaarel /pays their 




1 


Water • . yezpenae. 




12 


loT gria. djifie Proof Rmm, at 1 U. 




18 


*"■ par gallon. 




•4 



72 
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This, reduced to the relative strengths of ten, 
seventeen, twenty-five, and thirty4wo per cent, un- 
derproof, with the proportionate quantities of Ale 
or Porter to soften it, and Extract of Grains of 
Paradise, or Capsicums, to give it the appearance 
of a greater strength than it possesses, costs \Qs. ; 
9s. 5d.; 8s. Old.; and Ss. 4d. per gallon; and my 
Readers may, therefore, (when they consider, be- 
sides, that the incalculable expenses of advertising, 
&c« are not reckoned in any of the foregoing ex- 
amples,) form some notion of the extent, to which 
the tempting opportunities of adulteration are pur- 
sued with this article, and the profits which such 
practices enable the unfair Dealer to realize at the 
placarded prices. 

Without enlarging, however, on the frauds prac«> 
tised with Hollands^ by the admixture of a pro- 
portion of two-thirds of Rectified Spiirits to one of 
Hollands,^ and as well also with Campounds^ such 
as Peppermint^ Cloves^ Sfc. we now arrive at 
that grand. climacteric of all adulteration in the ar* 
tide of Spirits, viz. 

BRITISH GIN. 

It will no doubt appear an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, to such of my Readers as are unac- 
quainted with the nature of the concerns, at which 

* Rectified Spirits costs about 12<. 6d. per gallon, if reduced U$ 
proof. Hollands pays the same duty as Brandy^ and is usoally to 



'ilb'ldf^eti prbpcrt'tkni of {his eo(np6unil' is cofi^timed, 

■ 

ti^hen / stdte the 'fact (Well known to all persons 
'conn6<^ted with' the tr^Ae) thai sums, of from one 

thxmsand^ to three thousand 'pounds^ and^ where 
^Wiiie ttttdes have been attached, as 'much as from 
' tUteeto'iix thousand pounds have teen gi^enj for 
'/He godd'totlls xf Oin-shops, '^possessed *of only 
'iiveAtjf'idhe'years^ 'leas^j d^ending s6tely on the 

vnltof the inagisitrdte for iheir licences biing re- 
^niwed; and held' at rents from 161. to 200/. per an- 
^ hum. 'hut I have little doiibt, that, all snrprise wiil 
'ceiseVwhen, in'aclditfoh to the prdfttabte adulter- 
•atVorts 'which, asT have shown, are practised With 
'^Brfthdy and Rum, I 'hai^e "expol^ed those also, 

which are carried on with this article, tod that of 

Wine. 

lie purchased (if by the puncheon) at about 26s, 6d. per .gallon, 
^"ftill pibbf^fretagth, tHos^ 

dO giO^. of Rectified \$. d. L. s. d. 

Spirits,, at proof, at 12 6 per^aL 12 10 
.10 gals, of HoHands, 

)iti»rbof . . - 25*6 12 16 

makes up 30 gallons of proof Hollands, -26 6 

to cost only 16*. lOd. per ^Q 

gallon, being 6s. 8d. per 30)505(16 10 per 

gallon less than theduly gals. J0_ gal. 

on genuine Hollands; ^05 

and'irfcich,'if fhirtherfe. ^^ 

dueed poly '^ to ip .per.; ,25 , 

. • . qenl. underproof, ^ cost? . • ,,. ; 

:\ ;. ' but IS^/aKper gallon. h\i(s5d([0' ' 
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• • 

^4iQtionof;tbe;impP$>tipp&4;o: wt^icl^^ tjijs jggirit js p^- 
itioo$.oa its mturjBp f^i^d^^p th^ X^S^^^19W )t fi^J^u]'^- 

The Malt Distiller (whp.bejipQgs.c^f ]a;|[)i^isn^f>t 
xlnss.to tbe R(eQi;ifi^r,.^t}d, ^bp{^bj:;sin^8s, jt.qauf t be 
.borne iomiad^ is f^UqgelJ^^r ;(}istvnQt:^pd.^ejpaj:ateJ 
;is .tbe persaot.jKvbQ.lirft .cQippji^naes thp .m^nufaq- 
fior^.qf Gin. It is ixiost.,cp9ii)9.Qj^ly .^ade ftgyp. 
-malt^.fUMl oonsists in .plaoid|^,a,M^asb^jpr/^pared frpip 
*ihe;gcain, io .a.stote/0f j[^fnfiiilfXiqn, ,to deprive it 
of all saccharine matt^, ^^d .^ft^r it.f^as gojae 
<*fero»gb:tbis.prac0«^, j^ di$tiHii)g.it .ia,to,,\^'h^t is 

Tbe enormous datiestJisPweMerr^^ith.frhi^h tl^^ 

•tradeof JtfaHiDistiUers; is ob^^g^able^ . tl^j; being 

icoiiipelied to distill jaJt^oMe^ a^rtain gM4nti.ty9f.Sp}- 

.nit of inwietMe^ bxiJk *t .a. timP, .imdikbe- IWigQcapi^tf 1 

which is required, j-einl^ring it,po.^iblte pnjiy for, a 

few, individuals of gr^at wealth to engage in this 

vbiMinfW, ;Uie natural . coxi^eqviepQe has been, IjO 

produce a monopoly^ and comiDunity of interests 
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5 * Tills monopoly of the. Malt OUtillers ^t^raqted the aUentign 
.'•f .Goverom^oti aiid^.a* iiOfpj^,r^trictipa,.jtbeyhfiye permitted t^e 
^4ilt4|8^tipn of Gio, ,fj;o^,Jtvmy or Scgtcl^ pr Iri^h .Whiskey ;. bpt 
.|ia the. M^i .Distillers have redpced their prices to the same levels 
.#^(1 their article is generally preferred, jthet^rms at which it is sol.d, 
i |l|Qi|gh .lower, . continue as it^yariable as previoiisjyi to .the re- 
striction. Another circumstance, which also confines it as a mo- 

D 2 
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amongst them ; to preserve which, from the invasion 
of competitors they have introduced the practice 
of fixing a stated price for their goods, (from 
which none of them depart,) and of periodically, or 
according to circumstances, raising and lowering 
those prices^ to the whole of the trade of Rec- 
ti6ers indiscriminately. 

This Spirit is sold by the Malt Distiller, at a 
certain definite overproof strength, to the Recti- 
fier, who, by a second distillation, deprives it of its 
essential oil; and then again, by a third process 
through his still, (with the addition of Juniper Ber* 
ties and other ingredients,) he converts it into the 
-article called British Gin. 

In consequence of this system, the Rectifiers, fnto 
whose hands the Spirit next passes, and who make 
it into Gin, are obliged to adopt the same course; 
and, therefore, set that price to their Gin-shop cas* 
tomers, and others of the trade, which will yield 
them a fair profit, and at which no competitors can 
undersell them, except at a partial loss. 

nopoly, is this^ no sooner does any Rectifier attempt to undersell 
the stated price wMch has been given out, than he is immediately 
refused any further supply of Spirit from the Malt Distiller; and 
should he evade the obstacle thus thrown in his way, by maaufac- 
turing his Gin from Scotch or Irish Whiskey, or Rum, the whole of 
the trade immediately lower their prices to a standard considerably 
below that at which he is selling, (however great the sacrifice 
may be at which they do it,) until he is compelled, from the pros- 
pect of either losing the whole of his connexion, or suffering him- 
self to be totally ruined, to give up the contest, and return to tha 
old price. 
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There are two strengths only, at which the Rec- 
tifier sends this article of unsweetened Gin from hit 
stock ; these are seventeen, and twenty-two per 
cent, underproof; and, as any variation from them 
would only occasion a proportionate alteration in 
price, none is ever made. The cause, which pro- 
duced the seeming inconsistency, of having these 
two strengths in particular, was as follows:— > 
The first Act of Parliament relating to this sub- 
ject, provided, that British Brandy, Gin, and all 
liquors under the head of Compounds, should not 
exceed in strength twenty-two per cent, underproof, 
and a penalty was inflicted on persons selling it 
at any higher rate of strength. Subsequently^ 
however, another Act was passed, which altered the 
limitation to seventeen per cent, underproof; thus, 
making the article of unsweetened Gin saleable, at 
a degree five per cent, stronger. But, the traders 
generally having become accustomed to buy their 
Gin at twenty-two per cent, underproof, and the 
penalty attaching only on the Spirit being sold at 
a higher per centage than laid down in the last 
Act, both strengths are retained, in order to suit the 
choice of the purchaser, though by far the greater 
proportion, is still disposed of, at twenty-two per 
cent, underproof. 

With Gin, after it is sweetened, no restriction, 
as to any particular strength, continues to prevail, 
as it then constitutes, what is termed Cordial, 
or sweetened Gin> it cannot be tried by the hy- 
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dr6meter ; and' tfe sofd hf the Rectifiii*, Wholieaale 
Dealer, oi* ^irt-sho^^fceeper, aft any reduced i*ate of 
Strenlglli, xi^xi^v tKe two jost mentiohied. 

Ibui; aisC <o parthase it \H ihis st^te' ifii, the^^mosl 
unpr6(itaMe, ni w6H to (he Whofesule, a^ to the 
Itetail iyealef ; it is, with scarcely ah^y ex6epti6n, 
hbughi by ^h^Ai *t tighter 6f the Strengths, seteW- 
feert or twenty-two per cefit. underproof, and they 
afterWardii sweeten or fnake it up theorselves/. 

The present fixed an'd stilted cash price, aftei* alt 
dedii^tibfi^, to every desfeription of trade cons^itMM, 
indiscfimih'ately; is for the former strength I(Xtf; 
per gallon, and for the lattei^ strength 9^. Ad. pet 
galloA ; and my Readers nfiust, therefore^ when they 
see GJii advertised St 6s. i^d. ; 6s. 6rf. ; Is: 6rf; j 
and 9^. Ad. per gallon, be naturally 'somewhat 
carious, to lesirn the extent of reduction, and the 
fneari^ by which that redu6ti6n is effected, so as ib 
render it either saleable or drinkable (saying no-i 
thin^ of its vvHolesomeness) at siich prices, and at the 
same time to enable the advertiser to derive a clear 
averag^e cash pirofit of frdni 1*. 6d. tb 2*;* per gallon. 

Tl6 fcle^r up this mystei-y is my task, and the 
first pbifit, to which I shall direct attedtion is th^ 
flavoi-, th^l most essential particdkr in the sirt b( 
making up Gin ; after which, I will present a scale^ 
showing the different proportions of aquia puree 
(jitire whtei-) necessary tb reduce 100 gallbns of 

* Tills, I can vouch for as a /act, having myself disliired a por- 
tion of what is termed Gin at llife prices quoted. 
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Gin to thefrioes MwMoh it is ^dPMise^mdphri 
eandeif ^ndthe/i^^Aior r6<)«ation t^Ui^jte t^.ol^W: 
the profit of 1^. 6d. per giJ^Q; > 

Th« Hist of itigi^^i^nti) : q^e^' in flAyQriHg. or 
mBking . up the 6ii^ 93 ^clyartjin^d^ i» s^tnewibat 
iAartUiig^, uot les^.fior it^. leog^ ti^^fov^ the artial^ 
of V9h\fih it ia Cj^mpos^d. They aye as followf : 

Oil ofVilriol, Sulphuric iEther, 

Oil of Tarpentine, Extract of Orace Root, 

Oil 9f Jaqip9r» Gxtract4»f AogeUcaRoot^ 

Oil «»( Cassiaj^ • ^xtra^t of. CaosiQums, or 

Oil of C^rrawaj$» Extract; of Grsdns of Pttradisc, 

Oil of Almonds, ' V^ater, Sugar, &c. 

Wit)i reapect to tt^e first DQifntianed of tbftsp af^ 
l^iclesi, viz, OUt^ VUrioh ^ is perhaps i\\e, ^oi^( 
ijsaportiint of the wl)ole lisrt, s^f, frofu tfie pmgen^y 
it imparts tp the Spirit^ it mainly assists in keeping 
up the appearance of stfengib, when app^e^ to 
the noflne, as the ^x^rqfls of Capsicums or of Grains 
of Paradise do when applied to the taste. Hereof 
i^ is, that, in sii^elling a bottle cootaining Gin, in 
the flavoiring of which Oif of FUfiol has bpen em?- 
ployed, the pungency is.so great, immediateiy after 
t,he bung has been taken qut, as almost to niake 
the eyes water^ which is never the case^ even with 
Gin at its highest strength, previously to its being 
sweetene4* 

The quantities in w()ich it is applied are various, 
according to tl)e jpdgnient of those, who have occa- 
sion to require its aid^ though I have every reason 
to believe it is ifsed in the greatest proportion to 
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those Gins, which are reduced to the lowest 
strengths and prices, and by those persons, >vho are 
considered the most knowing^. 

Before, however, it is miiced with the other fla- 
voring ingredients, it is altered in its form by a 
process, in which either Swat Cyder or Lime Water 
is employed ; and under which alteration it is, I be- 
lieve, added in the proportions of from one to four 
pints to 100 gallons of Gin. 

As regards Oil of Turpentine and Sulphuric 
JEther, (the Turpentine having been changed 
from its oily state, by means of Lime Water, the 
Whites of Eggs, or Spirits of Wine), they are in- 
cluded in the measure of about one eighth of a pint 
of the former, and half a pint of the latter, (with 
the other materials used for the flavor,) for 100 
gallons, and chiefly, for the purpose of mingling 
and concealing the Oil of Vitriol, in the made up 
Gin, and giving it what is termed *a delicate 
flavor!' 

The Extracts of Orace and Angelica Roots are 
used, for imparting a fullness of body and flavor 
to that vast proportion of the Compound, which is 
merely water; and, by their relative bitters, keep- 
ing the taste, as nearly as possible, to that of the Gin 
previously to any reduction. They are applied with 
the other ingredients in quantities of about a quart 
of each, to the 100 gallons of manufactured gin. 

The remaining Oils, named in the list, require 
the nicest discrimination in their application ; and 
that their forms be altered by the same means, as 
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are employed .witb Oil of Turpentine* Tbey arb 
all exceedingly powerful, and tbe proportions made 
use of, with tbe rest of tbe materials, (previously to 
tbeir baving undergone any .cbange,) seldcmi ex- 
ceed a quarter .of an ounce of tbe Oils of Cassia^ 
CarratvatfSf and Almonds; and of the Oil of Juni- 
per^ one ounce. 

. With the nature and properties of tbe Extracts 
of Capsicums^ and Ghrains of Paradise^ my Readers 
are already acquainted. Tbey are added, with 
the other ingredients, to tbe 100 gallons of made 
up Gin, (if reduced to tbe lowest price,) in quanti« 
ties of about a quart of either. 

That the proportions of the different ingredients 
I have named, are varied according to the judg- 
ments and tastes of the Advertising Wholesale 
Dealer or Gin-shop-keeper, as well, as that, some- 
times several articles are struck out altogether,, or 
their places supplied by others equally deleterious^ 
there can be little doubt; but, that the materials 
are as numerous, anci used in as considerable quan- 
tities, is proved beyond all question, by this 
simple calculation: it requires forty-eight gal^ 
Ions of water to reduce 100 gallons of Gin; pur- 
chased at its cheapest rate, to one of tbe prices 
at which it is advertised, (that at 6^. Qd. per gal- 
lon,) and the still further addition of /or^^ur 
gallons more of water (making a total of ninety-^ 
two gallons) f to allow of the profit of 1^. Qd. per 
gallon. 

This alone miist be conclusive to every roind^ 
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thttt pmeticesi such* as I hwe pointeri oat/ do exisfe f 
andt when it is eoimiclcnred tJMit tfae evil^i 
upoK them fkU flaost heavily oi^ the poorer dai 
of society^ na oiie< will deny that this sygtem caUs 
loudly for the interfereace of the. Gorer anient. 
The idle reply, diat the w-eaker . guoh. a compoiMid 
aft Gin is made, the less injury it is iikaly to work, 
is no answer to suksh a caasij because^ aitJioag^h 
strong Spirits oaay he mischtevoiis; to the hea^b 
aaid morals of tlte lower classBSt. th^driiihingi.siiQh 
compositions as 1 have desdrihed. m«ft also be pect 
nicious in the highest degreo to the cop^titi^lofi 
and comfort of the peopfe ; and, tends only t«i $arich 
a class of tiie conuisuaity, who. ba^o o^itbef ho- 
i^festy nor osefulness enough, to entitle %\i^m tQ the 
wealth. they obtain. 

In presenting my Readers with a sdde^ showing 
the different proportions of W0fer neeei^aary to re« 
duce 100 gallons of Gw^ twenty-two per cent un<- 
derproof, at 9^. 4d per gaUon, to the rela^tiv^ 
prices at which it is adtertisedf; vizr 9s. 4(i. ; 8^* ; 
7s. iid. i Qs.ed.; and Ss. 94* per g^lon, I should 
f remise that^ although I have set tb^ limU at that 
<]nantity, for the sake of cooi^iseness, the best 
judges, or those whose consumption is tlje qiost qoa- 
Hsitderable, make it up in vats ; ^nd tb^t the larger 
the dimensions of the vat, tba greater extent of re- 
daction the Gin will bear, and the better is the pe- 
titions ftavor eoot^ealed. The qu|intity of l^mp 
sugar used to 100 gallons of Gin, varies frpm 
ti)veftty«five to thirty-iive pounds^ according (q the 
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<^M^ of l4lie Widker ujy ; :bi]tjr finr liie sake of .acc»9 

racy,^ 1 hitrd reckoned thirty poUnjdsrin the foUciw-^ 

fAg. slc^]AIe, as being; tibe proper proportioft, aad I 

liaive dbnsidered Ike ivgrvediente to pay their' owri 

^xpeh«e. 

\ . A SCALE, 

Showins- the quantity of Water necessary to reduce 100 gallons of 
Gill, at 22 per cent, iinderpi^bof, to the various Prices at which 
it' U Advertised and Pfacarded, and the stifl further reductioffi 
requisite to Mom tlie Pr^fiU at' 



100 gallons of Gin at 9s. 4<2. . 

50' pounM of Lamp Sugar, At lid; . ; ' . 

Flavorimg, &c. pays hself in ihe quantity increased 

If reduced, to cost — 
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In this scale, it will be seen, th^t, even to reduce 
the hundred gallons of Gin, so as to be saleable at 

'* On distilling a gallon of each of the Gins advertised, at theae 
prices, through a small experimental still, I found, on cadculatiop. 
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one of the higher prices at which it is advertised, 
(viz. at Ss. per gallon), it takes twenty gallons <jfi 
water; and, to allow the profit of U. 6d. per gr&l* 
Ion, the further addition of twenttf^even gallons awul 
three quarts more, of the same liquid, causing^ si 
total of forty'Seven gallons and three quarts €>f 
water; and making op (within one quart) one 
hundred, and forty-eight gallons of Gin, to sell at 
8^. per gallon, attended with a cash profit of Is. 6cf. 
per gallon. 

The extensive adulteration requisite to render 
such a compound capable of being drank, as Gin, f 
must be so obvious, that I consider it superfluous to 
add more on this part of the subject. 

By an Act of Parliament, all individuals whose 
incomes, convenience, or any other circumstance, 
enables them only to purchase their spirits in quan- 
tities of less than two gallonsi are obliged to resort 
to the places at which so much adulteration is 
practised ; for, should they apply to a Wholesale 
Dealer, and manage to obtain the quantity they re- 
quire of what is good and wholesome, if it be under 

the relative profits cooHiderably more, than stated on nome of the 
prices in this scale : for the sake, however, of having no mis- 
statement^ 1 have supposed the whole, only as laid down ; and, that^ 
I am correct in my assertion the fact will sufficiently prove, that 
some Officers of Excise have, on one or two occasions, made 
seizures of Gin at as low a strength as 93 per cent, underproof, 
concluding it to be illegal ; but, which was afterwards returned, 
as there is no law to limit the strength of this compound, in point 
of weakness. 
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two g^allons, he is open to an information from the 
purchaser for a considerable period ; and, on con- 
▼iction, to a heavy penalty. The single fact that 
the quantity of genuine Spirits which passes into 
the hands of Gin-shop-keepers,* previously to any 
adulteration or reduction, amounts to a proportion 
of more than two- thirds of the whole of what is sold 
in the nnited kifigdom, ought to point out the ne- 
cessity of some restriction, which can only be ren- 
dered effectual by placing the trade of the Whole- 
sale Wine and Spirit Merchant on a more equal 
footing with that of the Retail Dealer possessed of 
a Wholesale License. And, if I may be allowed to 
hazard an opinion respecting the latter, I would 
observe, that, let the limitation with regard to the 
smallest quantity of Spirit, which a WholesaleWine 
and Spirit Mierchant should be permitted to sell, be 
fixed at one quart or a gallonf (instead of two 
gallons, the present eitent), let the strictest in-- 
quisilion he instituted^ to prevent any greater op- 
porlunity for adulteration or, imposition^ than he 
possesses at present, and cause him to pay for this 
additional privilege in the same ratio as the Gin- 
shop-keeper does for the advantage of a Wholesale 
License, and a considerable check, both to the 

. * This is supposed to include as well all under the head of 
Public-house and Tavern-keepers. 

t It may be as well to remark here, that, with regard to Wine, 
the Wholesale Wine Merchant's license enables him to sell it in 
qutntities as smiall as a single bolUe. 



fBJ»t6iD, and ite (donsequaoea, wouUl atiQiice be 
-ndtfed ; lor^ ni ilie res^aetable Wine Mercbfiot, 
inrbo xiepeiiflk more on the quality of Jbis firticl^, 
tdMDrOn aiiyliii^b sdUD^tng pretensiong* WQci)d tben 
vbaxreas ci»tbniersfarSpiritg««ach,of hia cbo^action 
.as, .throogh necessity (from their - being con- 
iflOBieni of quantities under two gallon^)* are.n^.w 
-obligiedio resort to theOin'^sibopfi/aiid tbe ebanfoe 
-of ithe quality of ibis.gpodi bringing to him; many 
•others, who have found OMk) the natbreiofithe trasih 
ithey have been iisi»drto.purchaae;it.would: at onc^» 
oreate.a oompetition of quality, inbteiid of price ; 
wbiob would soon redqoe the cheap pl^carders. and 
.adrcrtisens of 'Spirits, to be as fym ia n^ambar^ as 
i.tbere tare now of eheap wine Tendevft.whp.arejMt 
iCriUfshop-tkeepers. . 

The Piiiihiic ; wquld ; be /.enabled to purchase .a 

ubattle, .half»dozejn, or, dozen, aa their eouv^eaience 

•aaitod, lof those who^elivelihoad (.(ms they ido mt 

pretend to sell at lees thetn cost price) dep^dilds on 

'.their idispoMng.8olely».ofibat.ii^.Mq^ i^:of g9od %i|a- 

lity ; ; nor. pould. the : Deal^Wi .thus .placed {m ^a im 

'level .with Oin-shop^k^epevi, have ithat class (or 

customers, who are .dramHdrink^*s (i^nd .whO(pay 

:but^ little attention, iio iwhat they :p(tur .down tbair 

throats, so long, as their palates are satisfied) to 

render suckDealers at all indifferent as to whether 

the 4<^spription of what they vend be good or bad. 

iThe proposed alteratioOt would apt afford th^m any 

increased facilities for adulteration,- ^at might not 



beprererltdcl, bj-reg^nlations, that^coold^be pqwided 

for the purpose ; and how any measure of tbefkind, 

to accomplish ^0 d^ifraMe an end, oonldbe eoMir 

dered an act of injustice to th^ Retailer, -appeurs 

'to me difficult toconceive; whihl he is allowed 

— ^independently of his other 'business, and in the 

posse^sidn of a Wholesale License, (for 'lirhioh be 

pays 'btit 10/. per aiinum)— -to enjoy adi^antages, 

infinitely superioi* to those of -tbte Wholesale DeBket, 

inasmubh, asfrom the means afforded him, by hi9 A0- 

t^il department, for adulterating fAe whole of 'bis 

Wines and Spirits, to any extent lie* pleases> he is 

etiabled, completely to undersell the fairand resp^cft- 

afele trader. I leave this suggestion to the judgf- 

ments'of my Readers^ and shall: be tnoretfaatvsatis-' 

^fiefd, if-therepreseiitatibnTlmve'TOade,«ay engage 

'the attention 6f-that-€loVeFAment "whose diity itis, 

and whose inclination- it is pr^essed to be^ to phtc^ 

^^very branch of trade on 'the broa^dest' and moM 

efqiiitable basis,' and whose interest,' not less lihan Ms 

dutyand its inclination, are involved in^ the preeerft 

case; because, if -some * such alteration was onee 

adopted, a much greater proportion of -the genuine 

Spirit, which pays theregolar duty, would necessarily 

'be sold ; and some of that^ money; A^hich at fyreiieift 

'goes exclusively into the pockets of the Ad^rtisisg 

Gin-shop-keeper, would then find its way into the 

cofiers of the State. 

Another method, however, whereby the Public 
-might^ perhaps be still better preserved, from the 
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eonseqoeiKies of these deceptive practices^ thanoffer- 
ed by that which I have already proposedi deserves 
particalar mention ; as it is one which has received 
the sanction of the Legislature, and would in all 
probability, have been carried into effect before this 
time, but for the machinations and co-operation of 
a powerful body of men, to the detriment of the 
Wholesale Dealers ; bat than whom (speaking of 
the latter), as a class, who ought to unite in every 
effort for the maintenance of their rights against 
the encroachments of the Gin-shop-keepers pos- 
sessed of Wholesale Licenses, none evince greater 
supineness or want of energy ; and who^ instead of 
publicly exposing, as they ought to do, the basb 
frauds which are practised (and which, owing to 
the facilities affoided to the Retailers, are even 
sanctioned by the Legislature under the present 
system), are suffering their very means of sub- 
sistence, to be gradually and imperceptibly under- 
mined and destroyed. A remarkable instance of 
this indifference to their interest, on the part of the 
Wholesale Dealers, was shown on the passing of 
the Distillery Act lately framed, and now in force. 
It was contemplated to introduce into that Act a 
clause, by which all persons possessed of Retail 
Licenses should not be allowed to vend goods, 
under a Wholesale License, on the same premises 
on which he retailed them ; but, that whatever Re- 
tailer was desirous of retaining both Licenses, should 
be placed on a par with other Wholesale Dealers^ 
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^cni ^J being compelled to conduct tlie wholesale de- 
ncsec partment of his bosiness, separately, and at a certain 
A 'jn distance from the place at which his retail trade 
1(1 v%: ^^^ carried on; thus, not a little evidencing the 
^i^ suspicions entertained by Government on the very 
snbject I have been discussing. The Gin-shop- 
keepers, however, alive to this annihilation of their 
means of deceiving the public any longer, by a de- 
putation to the Chancellor of the .Exchequer, and 
by representations (the importance of which, to 
their own individual interests, must be pretty clear 
to my Readers), procured the obliteration of this 
obnoxious clause, unanswered by the proper and cor- 
rect counter-statements, which ought, and could 
have .been made, on the part of the respectable 
Wine and Spirit Merchant, and which, there can 
be little doubt, would have had the effect of causing 
the completion of the Act, in its original, form. 

The following explanation, however, which 
places the case on its own merits, and as it really 
stands, will enable my Readers to draw their own 
conclusions on the points I have submitted to them, 
with respect to this portion of my subject, and may 
not perhaps, altogether, be considered uninteresting. 
The present mode by which a Wholesitle, Spirit 
Dealer's stock is taken, is such, as not only to ren- 
der it impossible for him to adulterate His goods, or 
by any means to defraud his customers, bqt even to 
place needless difficulties in the way of his business, 
though nothing more be desired by him, than to 
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cdndbct it on « fair and equiteble hmm^ whether 
^ith i^gard to the R«f enue or the Pabltc ; whilst 
the peMMB who it pdasefned of a Wholeeafe liiceiiae« 
vtiited with his Betail oii«, is mabkd io impose 
im both with iai|pttiiily i Ml whobtak stock being 
taktB as cotiMcted With bb retail traifei and oa a 
|A?Mlctple tetally different, to tbtit arraof ed far those 
who bdbng to Che other ctasa. 

To enable my Readers tberoughly to consfire^ 
hend ikin differeaee, it oiay be necessary to explain 
it in a teohniclil way, as owre «lMrly eluctdakin^ 
th^ dfttensive latitude afforded, where the whole* 
sale and retail businetsses are oendQCted on one, and 
the same premises.. 

Of a Who^essde Dealer's stock (who is lexcki* 
sirely sneh), an aocannt is tak«n in what is tedmri- 
eaNy termed Pmf Spirit^ which is thusv^The 
separate per ctetagea of i^irit oontained in his 
Brahdy , Bnm, Qin^ &io. ia ascertained by means of 
ih3 hydrometer, aiHi ie eqnaliaed so as to appear a 
whole quantity f under efeich paMioular kead^ ac« 
oofding'to its eottij whAtfever is |branght into iltack 
W spirits, the pevmit tnttst either specify -the pcrr 
oentage of Mrctegth of the tfrtide, and the cfaantity, 
of <Hfly the tottetl t^natttumof Proof Spirits, wkidi is 
contained in ihe bulk of the igoods protected by it^ 
and in sending o«it Spirits, the Dialler is obdageA 
also to esf piless, onbis •net^dettmetev what: per centage 
of striength the lii^nor is of, before -he ean lobtain )the 
permit On «thei EJxoiteisaB^s attending^to take the 



quantity pf SpiriUji, wj^jfepr P^^^iy, 1^, <M- 
cpAtaippd i^ ^9 ymixna j^If,i», .8^4 j^<\eir (^% ^ 
strjwgt^ ist^^«JJfll«c^J:t^ed^ aij(J, tp^€s^bjer,,yiri^ 
the amount of what has been sent oat (of ^}f}cf^ 
tbe .ojpgoer b^fs 4 pri^yjioiis .a^pi^t froufi tfoe ypach- 
W?, .pr s^KijBftit i^ptesi, ^^ fit4^p Per,wt.Pi©fle tjr 
the P.^^er ^pr ^ tb«, ppJWM^bp jj]^ ^a^ OiWWHW 
to ^i»,v, sipcie thp lif^ tiflip pf tj^lj^g a^flclf:^ j^ 

wJbicb wp*f be so left, .bftfcvre.bp fm p|>J«p (Wy tpf 

^jacji pexpoit?), redpjppd, s/o ^9 4p ^i^h^ijt 4i« toy^l 
9jaajjjtuqa pf Prgof ^fmffi, pf cftpb .d|pa?fip^ipn, 
Sbpplfl 4Wr, p^ bfling ,^4»iptft^l ,frpw *be M<»1 
CprjpjejJ J)y ^be .M hajlwcp, ,an^ fyhfil; b^s .^^ b«fl 
ipto stpijlc 9Jn«@^^§f| fpgpilibfsr^ ^^^W ^>^^f 
ifi Gep.. 4. ff^ 8P» wc. ^pO^) «,§|Kh.e?.?sji^^h§il^ ^ 
dp«m#d wfl ):|^ken ,tp )>« wirit^jU^ly f#cpi»yfi4, 
1i;i;m1 » flwnfety pf spirit? ^pf.jJte.Jik^ l^.d ^ajlj^q^ 
paayt^p fmpi P«t:pf apy part i()/#^p,8tpck P^,«jflb 
Wholesale Dealer,* by ^py Qj$cer pf ^$<;f r^ pf 

fiWstody^ ,P<r p9«if8wiftn, jwcb ftwsfts? «b*U be .fpV0^> 
Sh^ll forifeit 9fid Ip^e^ .^a^ (qf Xw^tff MU^Vigf 

. * This Act also iookidcs (ReoliB^rs and 'Compowid^ra. 

£ 2 
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per gallon, for every gaHon of such exceM : ami if 
there be any decrease in such stocky not duly ac- 
comUedfor by the spirits sent out with permit, and 
exceeding Jive per centum on the balance or stock 
left on hand at the last preceding account, together 
with the quantity since lawjutty received, the 
Wholesale Dealer in whose stock such decrease w 
found shall forfeit and lose the sum of twenty shil^ 
lings per gallon, for every gallon of such defi^ 
ciency.* 

Thus we see that a Wholesale Dealer's chance of 
defraading the public, with respect to deteriorated 
Spirits, is a very slender one indeed; because, 
iihould he either wilfully, or in error, state the 
strengths on his permits, for the goods be may send 
out, at a higher rate than is correct, an increase to 
the same amount, as occasioned by such errors, is 
sure to be found in his stock, by the officer on the 
next survey ; or, if at a less rate, or any accident 
occurs, by which a portion of Spirit is lost, a de- 
crease would appear in the same manner, for 
which, we perceive, on reference to the Act, the 
dealer is asiiable to punishment as though he had 
obtained an increase by receiving into his stock a 
quantity of smuggled goods. 

A Retailer's stock (although a wholesale business 
may be supplied from it, and conducted on one, and 
the same premises), receives no difference in the 
mode of its survey from that of a person who is 
^entirely or exclusively a retail dealer. The techni- 
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cal term by ivbich this method of taking stock ii» 
distingaished from that adopted for the wholesale 
dealer, is its being surveyed according to the 
bulk of gallons, without reference to the relative 
strengths of the Spirits, so long as they are 
not below the legal standard, nor is any further 
account taken of the strengths of the Spirits, in a 
Retail and Wholesale Licensed Dealer's stock, un- 
der this regulation, than may be said to amount 
to a nominal preventive, for his having any very 
large quantity on hand, of an illegal strength, when 
the oiBcer pays his visit. 

The Spirits a Retailer may receive into stocky 
are taken according to the bulk or number of 
gallons contained in the cask, or casks, permitted 
to him, and whatever the strength may be, whether 
underproof or overproof, he is allowed credit to re-* 
duce or keep it, at any standard he pleases, not 
exceeding , seventeen per centum underproof, if it 
be foreign Spirits, such as Brandy, Rum, &c. but 
if British, such as Gin, or Compounds, such as 
Noyeau, Shrub, &c« to any reduced rate of 
strength, that may be necessary to nieet his views. 

For any kind of Spirits, he may have occasion 
to permit out, he is obliged to state on the request 
note, for the permit, (and which is again tran^ 
scribed on the latter by the Excise permit- writer) 
the strength of such Spirits, but for no other pur- 
pose, than to render the goods seizable, if they 
should be stopped by any officer, and the strength 
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ulaMd by tlw Dtol^ry and HM wMdi Hie K^uor 
retfliy fOKemen, be fMmtd not to fl^ree>v 

Tto Bietarler^ on* haTing hw stock soFreyed^ «» 
Mffy IhtUd^ if^ upon- sncdrtailiiMg' the omriber ef 
glMons In 0lock^ knd wbAt bta be^n sent #q* by 
pdfdfH^ there shoold appear inj loor^daae beydlvd 
kis laM bttldned^ and il^hat baa beim bed iil amee^ 
added togeiheTi or te^ have^ aeized of» iiceotMft ef 
being deflclest m atreagthy ooAy AMb Hpirifb, as 
tfre fofiHKl to be avy wb^n tba effieer eetertnim ^ 
suafyicid^^ and ^faooMsk to m Ae an esfeinfMttipra f^ 
and with respect to having Awy iacreaiae diaoe^ered, 
aa tbe Refail and Wholeaiile trddes^ are both sup- 
|iHed from one arid liha ikm^ sooree^ and a eoristaftt 
tale it takifi^ place over tb^ Retail bai^^ tb^i^e is 
bat Uitle daager 6f tbe o&det^ meeting witb sdefe 
8 restih at tbe lAnH of big tiait, (nor Inde^ ^ any 
Mber)^ as tbe I>eakir always tlvanigefi^ to fetsrifr a 
imttU decrease from his laat ate^k,i (for tb^ ^k^^ of 
tippear&noea)^ onf wbai^ver ^rttele be ^ay baire d^^ 
•eri6ratedj md to i^Aider hiMself «t#ay* §Af^, \^ 
hevei^ aiahes im additiofi^ to »iy Of hi§ gMds, iri 
the way of adoltdratim, mrtil be^ fs atferdi^d mU 
ficievit room, m sach go€Pd9y (by wbsH h^ beWi re- 
tailed of thero)v to admft of thai addlfionP,* tf itbout 
exccTedrng hra ctediti 

Bnt ds rNything c'dn better illettrflte^ oi^ More 

♦ How easily this is lo be avoided, although the offence be 
committed (6 a considerable extent, may be gathered from thfe 
odmnleiteffmerrft of rhy reiriafrk^ orrMum, dntf tt^tk note f (page 29.) 
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truly Mplatn tbewnall cb^nca pf d^t^cAion. nvbi^h 
Qjiiats qndw the preseot 9yfltein> and th«i mann^ 
io which a Eetailferi pot«099Qd of a^ Whol^si^e Li- 
€^Ki3ei^ ilk «aaJi>Ud. to carry qq, Im impos)ti4MM» ^ 9P 

great an es^tent^ and with w mwl^ impnoiJtyf tbw 
the case I bava cited# in the adultai^atioas pf 
Brandy^ (page 83,) to that I refer my Beadexsi, 
with the certainty of iU opeqing their eye*, tQ the 
means by which odr Gin>ahop-keeper« are ahle tp 
placard cheap. Spirits, »t : #ndh e:s^tremely Ipw 
prices, and, akio, that it mast bear cpovtacing jbes* 
timony, to several of the most important facts, I 
hare hitliertp advanced. 

In thusi however, a{^parenlly adromtinf (be 
eaaae of those fair dealera» who are im'dired in their 
sale of Spirits, by the cheap prices^ and specious 
pretences, of the Advertising and Placarding Crin*- 
shop-keeper, and in publicly expoaing the means, 
by which alone the different impositions ans ef** 
fsfcted, situated as I ann it is a matter of little im^ 
portance to me, personally, whether or not my 
motives may be appreciated, by the individaals 
whose mal-praetkes I have attacked. The valae 
of my observations, muet dapenil on the truth of 
the facts, and the force of the arguments, I have 
adduced. That abuses do e^ist, that these abuses 
originate, in the undue and mischievous fadlity 
sibrded to 6in*«hpp*kfiepeni, and other Retail 
Dealers, I think I have proved, asid. I apprehend it 
is ns less satisiaetbrily made eiiit, that some alter- 
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ation sboald be made in the syttem, for the sake 
of the firir Traderp for the benefit of the reTenoe, 
and for the protection of the public health. 1 feel 
\t, howcTer, due to many respectable and wortiijr 
6in*8hop-keepers, who are neither cheap sellers 
nor advertisers, who vend at a moderate price, and 
who, by fairly earned and equitable profits, main- 
tain themselves, and their families, to state, that 
although the facts, with regard to the facilities for 
adulterating, apply to the whole of their class, as 
a body without a single reservation, yet that the 
circumstance of those facilities, being rendered 
subservient to base purposes, will rest more 
strongly on the individuals, who are ready to bear 
down^ all of the same trade, whether belonging to 
their own community, or not— who live by fair 
dealing, or who happen, unfortunately, to be less 
knowing than themselves ; and, before I conclude 
this division of my subject, I cannot but bear tes- 
timony from my personal experience, and know* 
ledge, of the exceptions, which the methods re^ 
sorted to, in the conduct of business, by the more 
honourable individuals, to whom I have alluded, 
form, to the profligate, and dishonest contrivances, 
of their placarding rivals. 

1 cannot but expect, that this Treatise, will excite 
the rancour of the advertisers, and be construed to 
be, as indeed it in some measure is, an attack upon 
them. This consideration is one which is far 
from discouraging, because it is by the outcry they 
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may make, that the Poblic will be enabled to etti-^ 
mate their pretensions; they who have most reason 
to fear exposure, will naturally cry out tl^ loudest, 
or, as in the old adage— 

' The wont ipoke in the wheel will crack first' 

Leaving, however, the fetcts to speak for them- 
selves, and my Readers^ to draw their own conclu-* 
sions from those facts, I shall now proceed to the 
second, though not less important, part of this 
Treatise. 
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WINE. 

" Que glasse of drink, I got by chance, 
•« 'Twas Claret when it was in France, 

'' But now from it moclie wider: 
"I think a man might make aa good 
"With green crabbes, boyPd in Brazil wood, 

" And half a pinte of Cyder." 

An Old Sang. 



Used in moderatioD, and as dispensing by its 
cheering inflaence, an additional zest to several of 
our social enjoyments, Wine may be said to form 
one of the blessings of life. That it constitutes a 
luxury, to which more consideration is attached 
than to almost any other whatever, is sufficiently ob- 
vious to need any extraneous remarks to prove it, 
so^ nor do I think it by any means less clear, that, 
in the existing state of society, it is an article 
which has almost become a necessary of life. The 
object, however, of this Treatise, is not to point 
out the benefits which the rational use of Wine 
confers on mankind, but by guarding the Public 
against the pernicious adulterations which are prac- 



to be a blesiii^^ from b^ing o<mVei*ted intb a cura^* 
Tbat 9^ widely diffitoad^ and in Meb gpaaeral de« 
mand^ »i Wtile i9y iW abuses, tbertlbf e^ deserve %o 
bd exf Med^ aitd si sM^ pat to its* bekii; F^udefed 
bmH^fsAf withdM misapplkation, IK) one ctm doobfky 
BOr^ f bflit to inldividual tisorougUy aequamted vilb 
the Mbjeeli fiT folAllkig more tbott bb duty t^ tk^ 
coriDwufiity, wben be bokk up- to fmUte r«pfoba*« 
tien^ that close of perscmef ^ba, lioi coilt^it witb 
tb6' gafna wbioh iarr dealing m Witiei^' ia iC^ 
geoaine state^ would fMA tblfm^ Mek to rdap 
large Md diffpropmfitoiNrte profit^ by tbe meet base 
smd frsnafdulent meatiSf trbeteby tbey arier ndt only 
Wttd6rmmn^ the eharacter dnd Krcfibood of tbe 
betidirt Trad^mitn^ in respect X0 his ^xaclmg on^^ 
M6dSsiiftHly bigb pff«66# bat tbey are alio dbenting 
the p^keti of tbosf^ tvbe^ we to eattly gulled, aa 
to put hith ih theif pif^t^tlc^s. 

To dl^dhsrg^ thiil^ ^W^ I odUcMti'e ta be It dirty ^ 
i^ now my inftenkion, mA I bave e^ery dxpeetation 
iblKl I ^aft place raffieiedty both of facts and iMrgUM 
iMMl^i aif thfo hmd, bofora tftly Reftdevsy to convince 
ftH t^fOM^ Who a#i^ Mo rittd to drrnk it oompoand oi 
Mtd Cupdt Bmeddrkff Fiyuera^ and Inferior Fori 
ff^tieii fliitod togettef^ nndet tbe ttam^ of « gdAu- 
ine O/d Pom/ or a ^ixlur^ of Cd)9i^, Brandy Cbwe^ 
dfid Cbd/I« Bfowh ShBtrys with the colour ex^ 
traoted by Mdanii df Lafnb^^ Bloody k^v ' Fine Pale 
/IfMMiilado Sherry' 
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To parMBt, indifferent as to what they place on 
their tables for Wine, so long as the taifte some- 
what resembles the denomination it bears, fact and 
reasoning would be alike uselessly addressed. 

In the first place, as regards the facilities for the 
adulteration of Wine, they are, with little differ- 
ence, possessed as equally by the Wholesale 
Dealers, as by the Gin-shop cheap Wine venders, 
unless where the retail consumption of the latter, 
or what they sell in glasses, is so large, as to give 
them, in this respect, a great advantage. The 
Wholesale Wine Merchant's License, enables him 
to dispose of Wine in quantities, as small as a 
single bottle, and does not enforce his drawing a 
permit, but for quantities amounting to more than 
one dozen, the additional opportunity, therefore, 
which the 6in-*shop-keepers have, and which must 
account for their forming the majority amongst 
our Placarders and Advertisers of cheap Wine, | 
arises from what they retail by the glass, or in 
measures less than a bottle, but which, conse- 
quently, can only be of any very great benefit, 
where much is sold in that way. In other respects, 
he is subject, to precisely the same regulations, as 
to drawing a permit, &c. as the Wholesale Dealer. 

It may, however, be proper to remark here, that 
although upon the whole, both classes are open to 
facilities, almost as available to the one as the 
other, yet, comparatively, but little chance of adul- 
terating their goods, exists, with those who carry 
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on a fair bunnetts; even if incliued to do so, u the 
Advertising and Placarding Gin-shop-keepers, and 
Wholesale Dealers/ by their wonderfully cheap 
prices and pompous assertions, are sure td attract 
that description of persons as purchasers, who 
form the principal means of enabling them to adul- 
terate with the least possible risk of detection^ that 
is to say, such as boy only small quantities at a 
time, and with whom quality is quite a secondary 
consideration, so long as the price is low. 

With respect to the measures adopted to evade 
discovery from the Excise Officers, the evidence in 
the trial alluded to, at the commencement of this 
Treatise,* will best explain some of llie artifices 

* JFrom the Times Journal of December I, 1^26. 
In the Court of Exchequer, November 90, 1826. — The Attorney- 
General f>er$u9 Oldfield, 
The lulbrmatioD consisted of four codnts^ the first for procuring 
a permit, vuder pretence of transferring a certain quantity of Wine 
to a Mr. Buclcby-*it would appear by the evidence, that Mr. 
Buckby was not'the purchaser of any such quantity of Wine, and 
that Uie permit had not been returned to the Excise Office. 

The second count was of a similar nature : in this,, the supposed 
purchaser was Mrs. Oldfield, the mother of the defendant 

The third count arose out of the preceding ones : it complained 
of these pemits not being retomed to the Excise Office. 

The fourth count alleged the adulteration of certain Wines, the 
mixing of Cape with Sherry, and selling the mixture as pure 
Sherry. 

The first witnesses which the Attoraey^GeDeral called, were 

several persons, connected with the Excise, who proved that two 

permits, in the names of Buckby and Mrs. Oidfield, were obtained, 

and never relumed to the Excise Office. 

Mr; Buckby, examined bylfae Attorney-General. — He (Mr. B.) 



^mjpi^yfA. Om Mfenring to 4he Mte oontaiiiiii|f 
tim 9hfitm^% J^ iim tfiid« ii nf HI l>e Mep, that, air 
lilioag^h the AtfOfing. Md miiung of Gape Wine 
witi^ la pprtK»n «^ ^hwiTir, io make Idie pnlixtore eaU 
£or g^ftiiwe j$Jbrry, waa natjbirou^it )home>to the 

i mw t I I I »iii n ii i mmn i u ny i n i nn i i ■ ii i n.< i nin u i ij m lu 

Imim tbe 4krMdanl Oiaield ; bad^Mfluenlly bovgbt mailman- 

Uim of Wt«^ irfiWin, t¥P^ <iev^r, .«^ wiy piv» }in^« )«P lai;a^^.aM^^ 
tity «i8 to require a permit Qe never bought, aitogeUier, so much 
Wine of him as 288 gallons. He iiever saw the permit for 288 
gallons of Wine, porporting to 4iafe Jbeen bought byhimilf •th^ 

Mc. JookP, cjjtmiiined .by the Attoxn^y-Qi^^ral.-r-IJ.e (.TqqM 
knew ^he defendant; these permits were obtained with .the know- 
ledge of the defendant, and far the purpose of accounting, for 
ihe.4imifpemm^€.9fi€ iofPgt qum^ cf €!ap€. ffine, u/Mck was 
mixed with Sherry^ jmd ^oid under ike name 4f 4ke laHtr, It 
was not fiiijigifiiefiU iomjtfe ^afie and ^^rry ukme; .any. one would 
dM^ ihe Mmpostrnt. The Jwi«4uce .ttM^s i^rmad, muai be ^docr 
tored, before it could f^ini^eilo.pa^ /(pr^Sherry. The mode of 
doctori<ifr w»B .by nif^i^g ,w*th tjbte yfw$ a coiapwiiioB, .made of 
Bitl^r ^ad &w^i AilqiAiiils, Powdcced O^ater Shells, and iObalk ; 
the Wt^r Almiiods ,gfive the Wjue a sougii 4aske, ^bich the 
6^weet ,AAmojid^^ fin sai«e 4egr!ae,.si|ftw«d'; itbe Bowdar«d/0.^'attf 
Shells, ,ao^ ^Mk, n^f»A %\i» ms^m^* Thne wu a i^rge Msai, 

purpose ; «t|)p |ini|(f m;e aiid ^Qfitftcing M^fP Mb ^m^de wi^h tine ffe- 

fwiidm^ kyovNa^and .«kpiarQli»t|Qji. ^;i4A(^diW»a jUb«pin.the 

King's Ben^ Rri«qoi ^\f^»p9^ Im^A^^M^ .<M>Wffri!f(tiAn9 wMiaii^ 
dflfB|i4«^t, iPipipapq, Md ewtjM. Vm fiamples.Qf iheiWine thus 
miKied ; the ingv^di^ts.iloMridactoringtke WiuetweFeibought {>y y/j^^ 
ness ; the bills then produced in court, were tbe druggist'^ Mlh 
6>vjfike mw^iMtm^^w fiommraraiiediferiiliaae iiigwdknki, by 
Anrtfrp jQld|lelcl'a(Clei:k. Xbedef^wdaiit, <>ld&eld, aauied on ihe 
buAinwfs.of « W;ipe Ikr^it>>niider4heinaine of AKe^]t'((esUiuMter 
Wine Company. There wmf iwo mixtunts of this Wine Made iu 
f.tmfi9Sli^ m46Mms^1^j^tmwinVAjmKyi8^^ TAireMeere 
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<lefeiMhiit CNUKeld, yet, tiie drawing a ^ctttiom 
permit, «n order toaecowit for the disproportiomie 
dtfcrease, wliieh wouM be oeeasiotied in tiis Cape 

imixtuns$ 4f ;f /iu nottme ifr^iT Qil^M went ^ spuhon ; QMfeM 
assisted at ^e^e mixtures before be went to fkcbon. Gape Wine 
was worth aboot Is. 6d, per bottle. Sherry Ss. Qd» 
Yhe'foUowiiig^ witnesses were called for the defence: — 
'Wilinni. Ppfiter* exawiDd by Hr. LBiiitt*<^Wa8 reqvetled ^f 
Tpoki^ to wnte the request noi^Sojt Bnckby's jpecoiit; fiener^wip 
Ol(l/ield mix wines. 

The same witness examined by the Attorney*Genenil. — ^He 
^mas acAed&9«Dd kciitlhe-acoonuls; never paid Teoke Cor Almonds 
and Oyster Shells ; did pay him iot a bottle of slaff «4lM flikvo^ 
which he afterwards heard contained such things; U^e flaypr was 
put into the Wine. 

^ByMr. fiaron Gan«w.-«4Keootki*s'Wime Mng 4raniifenied to 
Urs. Oidfiold, bat toiiM Mpl tell bowAiNcb. fHe eharged Mt. 
Oldfield with the flavor for whicb he had^paid Tooke; '^tered in 
the cash book so much paid for flavor. 

George Bedell, Samuel Mok^and James Oarven, servants xf 
Oktfieid, ic#re mlML *cmdisu»reiikah$hsymewisrms»am!/i mixing 
g/* Wisus going 4m. 

The Attorney-General replied, and in .the course pf 'his obseryji- 
tions, sdd lie would not press for the penalties for not returning 
the ipermit. Wie Jury itheit .iiiitired for ittbeiit>a. qaarlor nf an jhouf, 
andf^ipon-ttveir coming into coutft again* i»turoid a rKesdift 4ir ,th^ 
crown, on one permit — that of Mr. Buckb^'s. 

In tKis note is contained tbe whole oT the triil, as it appeared 
in the 'ISmes/ with the omisstoB'O^iAie apeeohes^df «he ooons^l, 
and the chaige^^f Judge Gavcttw to-tba.fnif ; lik«^iae>afl<tJ^anHKGh 
tion of Tooke« not for the^puijpose of .controverting^ his statement 
of facts, but to weaken his evidence by lowering his moral cha- 
ncier. 

Badthe.Jary^lQttnd Oldfield4;mily*0n/All ihe.ooiin|kfi» tbe-fii# 
and second woold have subjected him to a fine of /^SOQ/* each j tl|^ 
third county consisting of two offences, for not returning the per- 
aiitslOO/, each; and thelborHi count, "for mtxtngi the Wfnes, 900/. 
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Wine^ was clearly ettoblishad. to lib coimiricfcioa 
The way in which be had. obtained room, in h» 
Sherry, to admit so mach Cape Wine^ withoat so 
increase appearing, must have been by liis not 
drawing permits for the quantities of Sherry, or 
any other White Wines (not being French or 
Cape) which he had occasion to send out, bet.^vreen 
the period at which the Excise Officer had sur- 
Teyed his stock, and the time when the mixing 
took place, together with the assistance afforded 
him* as being an advertiser, by the quantities he 
had sold under one dozen. 

That this system of adulteration had been fre- 
quently practised before^ appeared also . on the 
trial ; and it may readily be inferred therefrom^ (not 
to mention any thing of the extent to which it is 
carried, by others, through the medium otvats^ much 
more capacious in size than those used by Oldfield,) 
that the profits are sufficiently adequate to occasion 
the risk of a casual detection, and penalty, of no 
very great consequence, particularly, as there are 
several ways known to the skilful, of preventing 
its publicity ; or should any doubt exist, on that 
which I have thus advanced, a further insight into 
the subject, will, I think, easily remove it. 

It may, perhaps, be said, that to allow of any 
opportunity for carrying on the mixing of Winies, 
(or at all events in such large quantities as by the 
defendant Oldfield,) the exposure is too certain, 
and the temptation of receiving half the penalty, 
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attached to the offence, too strong for the persons, 
who. are ordinarily employed where snch practiseis 
are carried on, to withstand, without paying ihem 
.most exiMrbitiant wages to purchase their secresy. 
If my present limits would p^mit, I could detail 
many . plans by wliich these difficulties are to be 
surmounted. The singular factf however ^ that the 
detection 6/ this nefarious traffic was owing en-- 
tirely to the disclosures of an accomplice^ who was 
influenced hy motives of revenge^ and that the three 
men^ beside^ the clerkf employed in the husinesSf and 
on the premises, by Oldfield, swore in the course of 
the trial, that they had never seen any mixing of 
Wine whatever, gtnng on, (although the fact had 
then been clearly estaSbUshed in the preliminary 
step to adulteration, of which he was convicted J 
will, I apprehend, be conclusive enough as to 
there being no lack of means, in respect to the 
finding of opportunities for adulterating, with- 
out my perplexing my Readers with technical 
statements. 

In proceeding to give an account of the various 
modes of adulterating Wine, and as a reason for 
my rendering the proportions in the illustrative ex- 
aiiiples, relating to this part of the subject, on so 
large a scale, it is perhaps requisite to premise, 
that one of the grand secrets in the art of cheapien- 
ing Wine, is by the vatting, or keeping a number 
of large vats in the which to mix and adulterate 
the different Wines. 

F 
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. It is an iold.sajfing, ' That good Wine needs no 
bush;* but when some, of the uses to which these 
vats are applied^ are fairly explaiaed and under- 
stood, I think it will not he less obviously trite, 
< That, good Wine needs no vat.' . 

The present plan of adulterating^ and particu- 
larly where the advertising concerns are lai^, . is 
by the aid of . vats> which vary in their . contents 
from 800, to 1000^ gallons each^ and of which; to 
describe fully the whole of the advantages derived 
from theiuy wolild require much greater space, thasi 
the limits of , this work afford. To give my 
Readei?^,. however^ some idea of their gje^neral 
utility, it must be understood that, they are of ex- 
cellent aervice in enabling the cheap Wine vender 
to adulterate to a greater extent, and more easily 
to combine the different compositions, intended to 
be introduced into them. The immense body of 
Wine lying together, tends greatly to assimilaie 
the flavors, and more effectually to conceal from 
discovery, any extraneous matter which may be 
mixed in it. The Wine, by a judicious and va- 
ried selection,. is fnade to possess a. roundness of fla« 
vor, and to form a basis, as to body, sufficient . to 
admit of a great deal, which costs little or nothing:, 
and fi*om their use, arises the numerous plausible 
arguments which are brought forward, to justify 
the appearance of such highly questionable reser- 
voirs, by those advertisers who have them in their 
possession ; but the dangerous purposes, to which 
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th^y iiifty be, and ari3 ^tpplted^ are quite suflieient 
to deter er^ry Uir dealer (if only for tfie - sake of 
]»^s credH)^ fjum r990rlwgf tothitfr Hid, Mid to ui^ 
doefe ^T^ry pQtcilafier, -dedidediy ta clisebtititetmDd^ 
their use.'' ..,;.;...*: vi ■•• •'. 

That^ iftfertor WAieomlgtA )&e in^pi^oved^^^^ 

by< being* blendied tvHh good, if! it waii ^sibU fe^ 

prevent even 4heir beitig' ad«ilteriited^ there can' bef 

bat little doubt to those actjaaidted witb tbe iiafurd 

of Winis in general ; but, alas ! no one ex'cd'pt oai^ 

mddern ^adidtemtors tiiemsMveisi, and^ the ve^y- 

btfn^-holes of :tfaeir tatsj. aiie' aeqilattfted' with the 

nature of all' the difibr^nt ^Vtiel^W of which this 

latteif are n.dde the receptacles; Brandy and Rum 

Cowe, (the rin^gs of the pon^h^oiis «s soon as thd 

Spirit is taketi frood them,) slops of all descripi 

tionsi Cape WiiiCr Cyder, Colouring, Sal Tartar; 

witb any thing else, wbiQh is, or is thought tobe^ 

capable of forming a tolerable basis, or in any 

other way useful in manofactoritag a resemblance 

of tbeparticultir'dehomination of Wine, intended 

to be sold, are occasionally mixed together in 

their capacious bodies, and discharged again as ge^ 

naine Port or Sherry, according to whiehevetr 

Wine, the contents of th6 vat, have been made up 

to represent. 

On applying to a cheap Wine vender; possMsed 
of sack highly advantageous and neces^ltty' utensils; 
the first thing of which he speaks, is the wond^r- 
fal extent to which bis Wines, although oi^iginally 

F 2 
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of the finest quality, are improved by lyings to- 
gether.in . so 4arg«.a body ; the next, that bis seli^ 
\JB^ excluniyely for ready numny oalyi enables him 
to part with bis Wine at so low a .price, and that 
it scarcely aflords bini any profit at all. Xhe 
Wine tastes fall to die palate, is of brilliant ooloar, 
and if Port, the purchaser is assured (and witb 
troth, from obvious reasons which shall be shown 
to my Readers,) that it will be quite crusted in 
two or three months. These, and other like as- 
sqranoe^, conclude with a gaurantee, that the 
Wine is warranted to 4am out as represented, and 
that the cash, with all expences, will be returned^ 
if it does not prove to do so ; though, be it ob- 
served, the seller cunningly manages to retain the 
mne points, of law in his own favour, (aamely» 
possession of the cash,) leaving only the poor 
remaining one to the purchaser, the value of 
wliich, he may probably have to estimate to his 
costi The many quibbles, by which this bargain 
is afterwards evaded, alone forcibly illustrates the 
notorious remark once made by an individual be- 
longing to this famous class of advertisers, * That 
a customer once, forms the extent of their ex- 
pectations ;' or^ in other words, < That the first 
application of a person to purchase Wine of 
them, is by their address ; that a second visit, from 
the san)e party, and for a similar purpose, is by 
good luck I' 
From the * flattering tale' thus told, and which 
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I have but imperfectly described, the result is; that 
the buyer is satisfied, concludes the purchase df 
the Wine for which he has been treating, and- as 
nothing else fvill do^ pays down the cask for ity 
whilst the placarder, (who has palmed oh him, 4 
spurious article for the genuine, the quality and 
flavor of which, is, to the taste of a person ac* 
quainted with the true quality' of Wine, as unKki 
those of the genuine article, as it is spurious in itk 
composition,) is all the time laughing in his sleeve, 
at the credulity of a customer, who, while he 
thinks he makes a bargain, is giving an impudent 
knave, a cash profit of forty per cent, only because 
the prices of his goods are twenty per cent. beh>w 
those of a respectable Wine Merchant. If any doubt 
still remains, and further to prove the sum total 
of that which I have stated, as to the excellence 
and value of these vats, as a new contrivance for 
gulling the Public, and defrauding the Revenue, 
I need only refer to the placards and advertise- 
ments of those who are known to have adopted the 
vat system, and request my Readers to observe the 
difierence between the prices quoted by them, and 
those, by others of their fraternity, who, although 
they have the same advantages in' respect 'to pur- 
chasing, yet, having no vats, happen not to be pos- 
sessed of the same valuable means, to enable them 
to vend, on quite so low a scale as their more for- 
tunate rivals. 

An additional method, however, which I ought 
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not to pa«i over without a few remarks^ as forming 
HQOther source from whence a considerable profit 
if. dterivedy and by means of wbifb, it will be seen 
ft. tolerable degree of imposition oan be. practised^ 
ifi ^}^ refl|>ect to Jthe size of bottles. From my 
long cpnnexion with the Wine Trade» I have ne- 
cessarily been brought in contact, and become in- 
4im«tely acquainted, with many Bottle Merchants, 
frpxni whpae information, coupled with my own 
JAidgff^c^t: and experience, I can state several facts 
op t|(i;s>|;iea4f; which have a near relation to the ex- 
posures I have already nj^ade. The bottleii, as men- 
sujrec) off^ * by the workmen employed for ]the pur- 
ppiafej ' consist of six various sizes ; but which, ^^ 
ynakipg no real diiferencei still retain their titles a^ 
f^p^plying to the old measure. The terms by which 
ibey are known in the trade, are 



Fall Qaarts, 


Smtil Fenrleeps^ 


Thirteeps, 


Fideens, 


Fourteens, 


Sixteens^ 



and, in giving a JSeal^ shoving the relative number 
of bottles of each fiiizei required to take three gaU 
Ions of liquid, lacpordiftg. to the old measure, to^ll 
them, and setting forth the proportionate alteration^ 
which OMiy be occasioned in the price p^r dossen^ 
by the use of either s\ze in bottling a pipe of Port, 
supposed to stand the Dealer in 76/. with all ex* 
pences, and allowing three gallons to be taken off 
as bottoms, it is with the most perfect conviction 
that a considerable portion of the mystery of our 
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fldrertisers veDding at such €^tl*aordinary ^ricei, 
will be explaifled to the saJtisfaotion of iny Readers. 

A SCALE, . ■ 

'Showing the number of bottles of either size required to take 
•Uiree :gtdloos of liquid^ aeoording to the old ineasore, to fill them^ 
and the proportionate alteration in price, occasioned by tife use 
of each of them, in bottling a pipe of Port of the standard quan- 
tity of 138 gallons, (equivalent to 115 gallons of the new Im- 
perial measure), supposed to cost the Dealer 76/. wfth al^ ex- 
peuces included, and allowing three gallons (agreeable to the ol4 
measure) to be deducted as the bottoms : 



• 




ITie Telative| 




The number of 


prices per.dQz.l 




Bottles of each 


as occasionedjThe total num* 




size, capable of 


by the use of 


ber of Bottles 


Denomination 


containing 3 


each size in 


of each size 


by which the dif- 


gallons of li- 


bottling a pipe 


the pipe would 


ferent sizes are 


quid, old mea- 


of Fort as stat- 


nm when bot- 


kofivmi 


sure. 


ed. 


tled. 


Fnll QaaiU 


12 


33 3i 


540 


Thirteens 


13 


31 2 


585 


Fourteens 


14 


28 U\ 
27 llj 


630 


Small Fourteens 


14J 


652{ 


Fifteens 


15 


27 ©+ 


675 


Sixt^sens 


16 


, 25 4 


72P 





It ivill require bat a very slight glance at this 
Scale, to observe the difference i^hich . may be 
made by the bottles alone, to enable the cheap 
sellers to advettise at a lower rate, and with te* 
ference to the distribution of the various sizes to 
each class of Dealers, it may be stated as a fact, no 
less notorious to every individual in the trade, than 
it is to all the Bottle Merchants in London, that 
by far the greatest proportion of the two latter 
sizes, viz. Fifteens and Sixteens, are sold to the 
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Oin-tbop and Whotetiale cheap Wine veiideif^y cbai 
the Fall Quarto are in more general use for Spirits, 
and that the remaining sizes, with but very few 
exceptions indeed, are purchased by the respect- 
able Wine Merchant, the Wine Cooper, and those 
of the Gin-shop»keepers, who serve, as they inroald 
be served. 

Leaving, however, in the hands of my Readers, 
the many inferences that may be drawn from this 
plan of defrauding the Public, of their fair and 
reasonable measure,* I will now commence as to 
the adulterations of 

PORT WINE. 

The most usual mode of adulterating this Wine, 
may be said to consist, in admixing with whatever 



* In Iretting on Uiis vubjeel of abort meftsare, with regard to 
bottles, it may not be amiaa to mention a circumatanee relating to 
a part of the profita of many of oar modem 6in-ahop-ke^pera» 
arising from a mode they hafe of cheating their poor dram- 
drinkers, oat of their lair allowance of Gin, Ice, It bespeaks the 
state of refinement* to which their ingennity has arrived, in this re- 
spect, and the fact is, of itself, not a little carious. The means by 
which a certain additional profit is obtained, is technically called 
in the trade * by the torn of the glass/ and may be thns explained. 

The glasses made nse of for the poor peo- 
ple to drink their Spirits from, are shaped 
thus; the counter of the bar is cofered with 
lead, perforated with holes, having a com- 
munication with a caak. Now as for ob- 
vious reasons, the glasses, although scarcely 
holding the measure when filled to tiie 
biim, are seldom so filled, at leaat to within 
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diflferent qualities and qaantities of it in its genuine 
state, are required to answer the views of the 
cheap Wine seller, the following articles in various 
proportions, viz.— 

BfiNBCARiiO,^ a strong coarse Spanish Red 
Wine, known by the denomination of Spanish 
Slack Strapf to be purchased, including duty, at 
about 38/. per pipe of 115 gallons. 

FiGUBRA,* a Red Wine from the province of 
Estremadura, in Portugal, of intermediate quality 
between Black Strap and inferior Port, bearing a 



the eighth oir sixteenth of an inch, from the chance^ that in all 
probability as moch would be spilleiL and mn into the cask 
placed to receive it ; a quantity equal to the portion contained in 
three quarters of an inch or more, at the bottoms of what are 
termed their half-quartern glasses, is thus saved to the seller, and 
an extra profit reckoned at about seven and a half, per cent, de^ 
rived therefrom, amounting to not a very inconsiderable sum of 
money, even where there is only a tolerable consumption. 

* It will be proper to remark, that no restriction exists as to 
mixing one Red Wine with another, providing they both pay the 
same rate of duty, or one White Wine with another, vnder a 
similar proviso; but White Wines cannot legally be mixed with 
Red, nor can any Wines, whatever, be put together, unless under 
the circumstance of' their duties being equal. Beneearlo and 
Figoera Wines, pay the same duty as Port, and the fact of an 
enormous quantity being used of them, and of their being spplied 
to the purposes I have described, and no other, could be fully 
proved, by a return from the London Dock Company of the im« 
mense number of pipes of both Wines, which, as is noUnrioos to all 
of the trade, are yearly imported into, and cleared from thence, to 
tlie premises of our cheap sellers, although we never see them 
mentioned in any of their placards or advertisements, under the 
desomination which they bear. 
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nearer reteinUance to the latter, and genert^lly to 
be bought at 45/. per pipe of 115 gallons, daty in* 
eluded. 

Red Cafe, which, from itfi low rate of duty, 
may be had, including that charge, for aboot 32/. 
per pipe of 91 gallons, consequently, formiDgf a 
profitable ingredient. 

Mountain, a sikiall quantity, if reqaired, to 
soften and give an appearance of richness. 

SaIi Taktae, a portion to occasion the com- 
pound, when bottled, 16 crust firm and soon» dis- 
solved with a proportionate quantity of 

GvH D&AGON, to impart a fullness of flavor 
and consistency of body ; and to give the whole a 
fttce. 

Berry-Dye, a colouring matter extracted 
from Oerman Bilberries, and known under this 
name. In addition to these may be introduced, 

Branby Cowe, explained at the close of my 
remarks on Brandy, and which costs nothing, in 
the proportion of about three gallons to every him- 
dred gallons of made up Wine. Another ingre- 
dient that may also be mentioned,*is. 

Cyder, but, as this is only made use of where 
a second quality of manufactured Port is required, 
it may be unnecessary to render any other illustra- 
tion than I am about to give, on purpose to show 
the application of this, as one of the articles used, 
particularly as that which constitutes an example 
of the best and most general method of adultora- 
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tion, wjU sufficiently explain to my Readers, the 
value of oiir Advertiser's and Placarder's concera*. 
Ja order, however, pr<^rly to combine the several 
iogredients naentigned, so as to answer the Dealer's 
ipurpdse beet, (ia the variety of respects already 
JiAva^dt) it is necessary to erect a vat which will 
contain from 500 to 1,000 gallons. Into this may 
be raf^t£d as follows : 
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The yake of the empty pipes agd hogsheads, 
which is 61. &s. not being deducted from the 
amoant in this Example, are supposed to pay all 
expences of cartage, that part of the etceteras 
wbidi may not be sofficiently charged, or paid for, 
by the water used to dissolre them, and which is 
sold as Wine, and for aoy additional loss which 
may be sustained by the bottoms. 
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Thus thent we have eight pipes of superior Pari 
Wine^ made ap, according to the best and most ap- 
proved plan, and which stands our Advertising* and 
Placarding Dealers only in 60/. per pipe of 1 15 
Imperial gallons, every expence inclade<I» and 
reckoned at the very outside ; or should even tbn 
be manufactured at too high a price, to render 
their profits sufficiently adequate to supp<H^ that 
degree of modesty for which they are so famoas, a 
slight variation, in the proportion of any of the in- 
gredients, need only be made, to produce a con- 
siderable alteration in their favour. ( 

By a very simple calculation it will also be 
shown, that the Wine thus made up, if drawn off 
in bottles of the size ofrixteen to the three galfon^, 
old measure, and adding a charge of 6d. per dozen 
extra, for corks, would cost only 16s. dd. per 
dozen — if in the size of bottles termed y^/een^, 17^. 
9d. per dozen ; and the mystery, therefore, of their 
advertising genuine Port Wines at i3s. 6d. and 
24s. per dozen, and in pipes, hogsheads, and quarter 
casks, at the rate of 63/. and 65/. per pipe, is at 
once explained. Should, however, any further 
confirmation be still required, the following Scale, 
showing the cost per dozen, to the Advertising 
Dealer, of Port Wines in the London Docks, duty 
paid, and reckoned from such as are scarcely 
drinkable, to those of the finest quality, if cleared 
home and drawn off in one of the smaller size of 
bottles in use, (yiz.^teenSf) must clearly convince 
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my Readers, that no other than this adulterating 
system is practised, particularly as nothing is cal- 
culated in the Scale, about to be submitted, for 
the expepces of advertising, placarding, and dis-> 
tributing printed bills, and independently of the 
fact, that the lowest quality of Wines in dock, are 
by no means saleable to the Public, until they have 
undergone a course of doctoring, &c. in the large 
Wine wUs^ to say nothing of the facilities which 
certain Deialer^s possess of doing so. 

A SCALE, ' 

Showing the cott prke^ per dozen, of Wines in dock, from Mich as 
are sqarcely drinkable, to those of the finest qualities, if cleared 
home and bottled in fifteens, (three gallons, according to the old 
measure, to be deducted from each pipe of 138 gallons, old 
standard, equal to 116 gallons new, as bottoms,) the falue of 
each cask supposed to pay the expences of clearing from the docks, 
and cartage, sixpence per dozen being added for charge of corks, 
and fivepence per dozen more, for expences of bottling* laths, saw- 
dust &c 
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.Leaving^ my Readers, however^ to decide after 
inspecting^ this Scale, whether a profit of 1^. 3d. or 
1^. 9d. per dozen, (and without reckoning %he ex- 
pences of advertising', &c.) be adequate to sapj3ort 
the extensive estaUfshmentS) these placarding' ecm- 
Cerns have become, and yet, at the same time, to 
allow of splendid fortunes, being realized, and 
having proved the existence and mMiner of tke 
adulterating practices with respect to Port Wine, 
which, in part facilitates the accomplisbaieiit ' ef 
that end, and sufficient, to induce every individual, 
(before he is prevailed on to part with his money 
for an article, adulterated to a degree, the extent 
of which, but very few have any idea) j t6 weigh 
well the pretensions of those placarders and ad- 
vertisers, who profess to sell so much below the 
respectable Wine Merchant, who possesses quite 
as extensive a knowledge of the market as them- 
selves, and equal means of purchasing as ad- 
vantageously, I now proceed to expose the advl-* 
terations of 

Since the Pale Sherries have become so much 
in fashion, the operations of our adulterators^ have 
chiefly been confined, to making up their compo- 
sitions to advertise and sell, under this denomina- 
tion. For this purpose, the basis most generally 
employed, has been the coarse highly brandied 
Broum Sherries, as they are to be purchased much 
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lower than the Fal^f althoaghsnch a^ are of a i^u» 

penor kind, fetch prices al1;ogether as miich higher^ 

Tq a portion. of thi$ low description of Browa 

Cherry, is introduced Cape, Brandy Comf and 

numeroMs ojther ingredients, in varied proporUj6ns, 

according to the tastes, of the differeqt jn^aJsgers np^ 

and their experience, as to .what ytjM best i^sjiit in 

deoeiving the Pnblic. My object, liowever, w\\\ 

be to. point ont, as I ha?e done respecting Port 

Wine, that which is considered, by our cheap. 

sellers, the mo^t effective mode of doctoring . and 

maniif^gicturiQg a fiptitious reseoibjian^cQ ,of Pala 

Sherry, leaving my Readers tp infer th^refrow^ 

the means which are employed to prepare, or aduU 

terate any other kind, of Sherry, whether to he sold 

as Brown or Amber-^CoIoured, ^nd ako fron^ the 

illustrative Scale which I am about Jto submit, ^al^ 

though ,only calcukted as to what is sfippos^^ to 

miakeup.the best imitation of the genuine artiplein 

and adopted but by a few Of our more knowing Ad-^ 

vertising Dealers,) to form some slight estimate of 

the profitable nature, and general character, of the 

concerns at which such mixtures are vended. 

Pale Sherries, in general, as possessing scarcely 
any body, being less prominent in point of flavor than 
the Brown, or as they are commonly termed, being 
light delicate Wines, on which accounts they are 
usually preferred to the darker Wines of the saniie 
name, allow perhaps of a greater extent of adul- 
teration than almost any other Wine whatever, and 
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a ready sale for them, is aided in no trifliag de- 
gree* by the circumstance of so much depending 
on pleasing the eye as to colour, than with respect 
to which (and paleness of colour, in particular), 
nothing is more easy to accomplish, in fictitious, 
and manufactured White Wines. 

To the requisite proportion of coarse Brown 
Sherry, which may be purchased at about 60/. per 
butt, of 108 Imperial gallons, the arti<;les made use 
of, in what is considered the best mode of making 
up a resemblance of Pale Sherry, or where the 
number of spurious ingredients employed for the 
purpose, are fewest, and in the smallest proportions, 
consist of the following, in relative qualities — 

Cape, (to be bought, including duty, for about 
322. per pipe of 91 gallons,) previously fined, and 
racked bright from the lees. 

Brandt Cowe, which costs nothing, but is 
useful in lessening the body of the mixture, so as to 
give it the appearance of being a light-bodied Wine. 

Extract or Almond Cake,^ (used also in 

* On reference to the trial of Oldfield, it will beseen that tbe 
•omposition applied byjiim to impart the proper flavor to his adul- 
terated Wine« was formed of a mixture of Sweet and Bitter Al- 
monds, with Powdered Oyster Shells and Challc, the two latter in- 
gredients being added, to bind and concentrate the whole. By 
those, however, of our advertisers, who, are even more Icnowing than. 
Mr. Oldfield, the Extract of Almond Cake is usually preferred, as 
not having so great a tendency to alter the face of the Wiue, or 
render it less transparent, and also as it is supposed to impart a 
more delicate flavor. 
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the adultemtion of Brandy), to impart a nutty 
flavor. 

CHER&Y-iiAUBEL WAT£Rt a smaU quantity, 
generally in order to check the predominence of 
the Almond Cake» and to give a roundness of 
flavor i ovi if it be Brown Sherry that is to be aduli- 
terated, or manufactured, to enable the vender to 
sell it as such, . 

Gum Benzoin* is often nutde use of, in the 
place of Extract of Almond Cake, as it causes the 
mixture, to bear a nearer resemblance to the par- 
ticular flavor, possessed by the Brown Sherry, a^ 
distinguished from the Pale : if, however, the com^ 
position be intended for Pale Sherry^ it is supposed 
to be completed, after the several ingredients (with 
the exception of the latter), have been well rum* 
Tuaged together with the Wine; and when, (in 
order, to extract a sufficient portion of the colour, 
to render it pale,) 

Lamb's BxiOODf has been employed with the 



* This article is a component part of the mendicament, ciilled 
Friar's Balsam ; it is used in the manafacture of Spurious Arrack* 
as well as for the purpose I have here pointed out. 

fThe properties of this article^ will almost exceed belief:— 
The chemical decomposition of colour, .whiich it oceadonsiki tie 
Wine, which, receives its aid^ is so extremely rapid, that, in the 
coarse of five or six hours, the Wine becomes completely changed, 
froiabrowu^'to- pale^ and, such is tbe power it possesses, that, 
comparatively, only, a very slight increase, in the quantity of it 
nssally employed to manufacture Pale Sherry, is required to reduoQ 
a dark brown Wine, to the colour of tinged water. By a few of 
our Adulterators, Skimmed Milk, has been employed, to answer 

G 
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finings. This is dona in the proportion of three 
pints of bloody to every hundred gallons of the 
compound, if it i» to appear distinctly as Pale 
Sherry ; but if it is only meant to pass for Amber* 
coloured Sherry, one pint and a half, of this de* 
lectable ingredient, is enough. The whole mixture, 
however, after lying ten days or so, is bottled off, 
or racked into quarter casks, &c and is then con- 
sidered fit to be advertised, and soM as genuine 
Sherry, under whichever character, as to eoloar, 
it has been made to represent. Another article 
sometimes introduced, and supposed to be a capital 
material to assist in the manufacture of fictitious 
Sherry, on the best system to deceive the Public, is, 

British Raisin WinA ; but as my informa- 
tion is not so conclusive as to this being much iii 
use, any further than with a very few, even of 
those who are tensidered the cleverest adepts ; for 
the sake of accuracy in detail, I have not included 
it, in the Exaniple, I am about to submit. 

For the purpose of mingling, and intimately 
combining, in the most effectual manner, the dfif- 
fe^ent ingredients, for the making up of spurious 
Pale Sherry, which I have thus placed before my 
Readers j the erection of a vat, or vats, is not less 
necessary and advantageous, than for the fabrica- 
tion of iPort; independently of Sherry, being ^ 
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the same purpose as Lamb's Blood, bot its effect has been found to 
be to very deficient in several respects, that, I believe, its use, is 
now entirely superseded by the lattek* more valuable ingredient. 



87 

Wine, almost es mach in demand at liie latter, ami 
therefore, required to be made op in qaanlitie« 
nearly, if not quite, as large. Thus, into a rat con- 
taining from 800 to 1000 gallons, way be racked 
as follows : (ttw pipes of Cape iDeBtioRed in the 
Scale, having been ppevioasly fined and drawn off 
bright ft<Mi'the'bettome;'forikdiicfa'expeat;eaD.siM 
lowanoe is maiie ID the ooat price.) ■ 
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In order to extraict tiie colour from this: eom^ 
pennd, so as to render it Pale; three gallons .of 
Lamb's Blood (the sooner it is used-after theauimtd 
ii IciUed the better), must be beat up, with the 
proper proportion of finings, (viz. four gallons,) in-> 
trodaced into the vat, and well stirred round witli 
its contents. 

According to this Scalle, which is a ^rue and ddt- 
rect example of the plan generally adopted, as par- 
taking of the least adulteration, we have eight 

G 2 
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iNifttaaf 108 gaUoMeadii of a moKt delightful mix- 
ture* which, costs ooly 48/. per butt* at the very 
outside ; the expences .being much more than paid 
in the value of the casks, {61, ks*) which has; no^ 
before been taken into consideration, or deducted 
from the total. amount, to lessen the cost per butt ; 
and in. the4)ourBe of a few days after the finings 
and Lamb's Blood have been put in, it is ready to 
be advertised as ' Fine Pale Sherry of peculiar* 
delicacy and JlavorV If bottled in ^fifteens* and 
Qd. per dozen, be added for charge of corks, the 
cost price, perilozen, would be 18i. 2\d. if in the 
size of bottles termed 'sixteens. Ids* Hid. per 
dozen. As stated by our different advertisers and 
placarders, the prices for sale are 24s. ; 26s. 6d. ; 
27^, ; 28^. 6d. ; and *30s.* per dozen ; and, without 
dwelling on the variety of inferences that may be 
drawn from this point, the following Scale, show* 
ing the cost prices, per dozen, of genuine Sherries, 
both Pale and Brown, in dock, duty paid, from the 
lowest qualities to the highest, and although pur- 
chased in the cheapest manner, if cleared, home 
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* It fthould b6 obterved^ that another mode thete worthies have 
of increasing their pro6U, is by selling the same Wioe; which is ad* 
▼ertised at so low a rate, for that for which a higher price is quoted, 
thus, ID applying for a quantity of Wine at 30f. per dozen, you are 
supplied with identically the same Wine as is advertised, and sold, 
al 2is. per dmm. If yon apply for some, the prlce.of , which is 
stated as at 36#. or 42s, per dozen, you are served from that, 
which is occasionally sold as of tempting quality, at 90f. per 
down, and so on throngh their whole scale of prices. 
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and bottled in ^ fifteens^ (Od. per dozen being 
reckoned for corks, and Sd. per dozen more for ex- 
pences of bottling, lath$, saw-dust, &c. the value 
of each cask supposed to pay for cartage and 
clearing from docks,) will, I apprehend, as fully 
establish the fact, as to the universal existence of 
the adulterations, practised with this Wine, amongst 
oar cheap sellers, as a similar Scale has already 
proved their existence in Port Wine. With 
respect to both instances, nothing cati be more 
barefaced and glaring, because it will be seen, that 
the cost, per dozen, even of the lowest qualities of 
the genuine Wines, and of such as are at all drink- 
able, are, much too high to permit them to be ad- 
vertised, and sold, at the prices, at which they are 
oiSered : still less, that such prices should enable the 
venders to support the numerous charges and ex- 
pences, to which the nature of their traffic, unavoid* 
ably subjects them. 
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Showing the cost pricet, pfr d^n« 4>f gen^e P^^ mid , BfiMra 
Sherries, from the very lowest qualities and prices of such, as ace 
ut all drinkalile to those of the highest desoription, if cleared home 
ind bottled in *JifUeni* Each butt is supposed to contain the 
iiew standard, quantity of, IjOd Imperial galloni ; enaivaleni to 130 
gallons of the old standard measure. Two gallons and four fifthi, 
according to the latter measure, deducted in ibe calculation, as Uie 
boHoms; siftpMce per dozen reckoned extra fiir^orka; fivepence 
per do^eh more, for.fKpeneesof bottling, latha, aMr^vat* &c; 
and the value of each cask, to pay for cartage and clearing from 
docks. 
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Having thus, I think, efiectaally proved by mi- 
nute explfinations and ci|lci|lations, tbe truth of my 
sissertionSi as to the adulterations practised by the 
majority of our advertisers and placarders, with 
the two leading articles of Wine, viz. Port and 
Sherry, it may not be necessary, any further than 
in a general way, to go through the minutiae, of the 
same practises, with regard to other Wines; as 
similar facts and arguments, will exactly apply to 
them, as well, whether it be, with respect to the 
circumstance of their being adulterated, or to the 
convincing^ tei^timpny which the following affords: 
^ That even the lowest, and scarcely drinkable, 
quality of Wines, must stand our advertising 
gentlemen in prices too high, to allow of their 
being retailed in quantities of a few gallons, or 
dozens* and in a genuine state, at the terms quoted 
in their placards and advertisements,' except where 
the impositions carried into effect, is by substi- 
tuting one Wine for another, whic|i can only be 
done, where the character and flavor of each re- 
sembles the other; and even then, it is* only 
adopted where there is sufficient difference in cost, 
to render it worth the while of the Advertising 
Dealer. At the bead, therefore, of the remaining 
Wines, which it is my intention to notice under 
their respective titles, but in a general way, I shall 
commence with, 
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EAST INDIA MADEIRA. 

Tbe character and description of thiti Vi^ine^ a« 
considered the best, and bearing the highest f>rice 
in the market, is, that possessed of the grcsttcst 
richness and flavor, without any of that apparent 
tendency to acidity and want of body, by i^hiab 
the lower qualities of it are distinguished. T%e 
moHt approved of the West India Madeira Wines, 
though seldom purchased at so high a price^ in 
many instances, rank, in point of quality, before 
those, which belong to the inferior class of Bast 
India Madeiras, and one of the frauds, therefore, 
committed on the Public, through the medium of 
the extraordinary cheap prices ue daily see ad* 
vertised, is, by the substitution and sale of the ar- 
ticle of West India Maderia, for the finest quality 
of the one, on which I am now treating. 

The method whereby the adulteration, or rather 
the manufacture of a spurious imitation, of East 
India Madeira is performed, is, by admixing a 
portion of the genuine Wine, with a quantity of 
Vidonia^ or Direct Madeira^ and East India Cape ; 
fined, and racked bright from the lees; the latter^ 
though bearing a much higher price, than Cape, 
which has not had the benefit of a voyage, from 
the Cape of Good Hope to the East Indies, and 
thence back to London, forming a valuable in- 
gredient, to assist in lowering the cost, so as to 
enable the advertiser, to placard the composition, 
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( which, however, bears no kind of relation, either 
in costliness or quality, to the genuine article), as 
* Fine Old East India Maddra^ at unprecedented 

cheap prices, for ready money only/ . With re* 

spect to . . 

WEST INDIA MADEIRA, 

Which ranks next to the article on which I have 
just remarked ; if intended to be made up, so as to 
partake of the least adulteration, and to be, as our 
cheap sellers term it, ' of capital quality,' the fol- 
lowing is the. mode, in which it is treated; to a 
portion of good West India Madeira, is. added a 
quantity of Old. Thin Direct Madeira^ which 
would otherwise be unsaleable, and to which, if too 
nearly approaching to. acidity, a few ounces of 
Carbonate of Soda is applied, in order to rid it 
of that quality, and render it more fit for use. 
After being well rummaged together in the cask 
or vat, if.it be thought by the. maker op, too poor, 
a small quantity of Mountain^ is introduced to en- 
rich it.. The :Whole, however, when thus mixed 
up,, on the plan to answer the views of the most 
conscientious of our advertisers, constitutes the ar- 
ticle, sold under the title of ' Fine Old Soft-Jla^ 
vored West India Madeira^ at prices, which leave 
a profit, of, at least twenty-five per cent, although if 
genuine, it would cost an equal per centage more. 
The Wine, to which I have now to proceed, as pos- 
sessing the next relation in point of character,- is 
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MADEIRA^ 

Coromonlj distinguished by thie name of^ Dirnt 
Madeira; on account of its being shipped direct 
froDfi the Island of Madeira to this country, with- 
out the bene6t of a voyage, to the West or East 
Indies. A very little, however, that is f«old 67 
our cheap advertisers and placarders as Madeira, 
possesses atiy part of it, itk the composition, which 
they dispose of under its title. The best maou- 
facture of a fictitious resemblance of ' the real 
Wind, is said to consist^ of a combination of cheap 
Fidoniat with a proportion of about one twenlieth 
part of common dry Portf one tenth part Mbun- 
latn, and about a fifth part Cape^ the whole being 
mixed together. This compound, when properly 
fined, is considered excellent; and, with that modest 
assurance, which distinguishes the whole tribe of 
advertiisers, is sold under the denomination of ^ Old 
London ^Particulars ot*, any other appellation, by 
which they i^hoose to designate it, with the 
greatest success ; which is aided, in no trifling de- 
gree, by the curious circumstance, of their prices 
being twenty per cent, less, and their profits ten 
per cent, greater, than the more scrupulous Wine 
Merchant f who does not attempt to adulterate. It 
will be necessary only shortly to notice the 

VIDONIA WINES, 

As they are termed, which are brought from the 
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Inland of TenferifTe ; aud are sometimes chilled by 
tlie latter title, because, the only difference which 
e:lLtsts between their adiilteratioi> and that of Di- 
rect Madetra>(bi)th Wines, when genuine, greatly 
resembling each other,) is merely the addition of 
a portion of Cyder ^ or British made Wine j if the 
foroier be used^ all tendency to an acid taste, is to 
be taken from it by means of Carbonate of Soda; 
and all chance of its retaining any fixed air, or ef« 
fervescent qaality, by the application of one gal- 
lon,* of strtag NeutraUJhMored Rnm^ to every 
twenty gallons of Cyder. Thus, in making up a 
cask, or vat, of this Yidonia Wine, add^ as with 
Madeira, one twentieth part of Common Dry Port ^ 
one tenth part ilfoiintoiit, one tenth part old Cyder^ 
(after being prepared, as described) and about a 
fourth part Cape^ to the relative proportion of in- 
ferior Teneriffe Wine; and, according to the 
opiiiion^ of our advertisers, after, it is fined, we 
Imveia ino9t. e;(^elient sample of the.': Old Yidonia 
Win^c^* refidy fw sate, on the most inviting terms, 
as to character and cheapness* 

BUCELLAS. 

Previously to my speaking of the adulterations 
of this Wine, I would make one remark as to an im» 
position, very generally practised, in order to avoid 
the trouble of making up a composition, and abo to 
advertise the articles, as of the choicest quality. 
This is by the substitution and sale of Thin Dry 
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Lisbonf a quantity of which, daring the last season, 
(in consequence of there. not being a sufficieot 
supply of inferior Bucellas, to meet the demands 
of those who required a second description^, wai, 
I understand, made up to bear some likeness to 
the genuine Bucellas, and in some instances, the 
better qualities of it were actually shipped as such. 
The method of manufacturing a second-rate qua- 
lity of spurious Bucellas, to the Dry Lisbon I hare 
just mentioned, so as to pass for the genuine ar- 
ticle, is, by the admixture of Cape BuceUas; (a 
Wine, which bears some resemblance, in point of 
character, but which still retains the eartbj flavor j 
by which all Cape Wines are so well known) a 
portion of Thin Dry Lisbon^ and a quantum of 
Brandy CowCf which latter is highly serviceable in 
diminishing the body, and giving the whole a 
light, delicate appearance. This composition, with 
a proportion of about one half of the genuine Wine, 
produces that which is advertised, and wAd, as 
'Fine Old delicately pale BuceUas^* remarkably 
cheap, for ready money only. 

.. TENT, 

So little, that is disposed of, by our advertisers 
and > placarders, under this denomination, is tbe 
foreign and genuine Tent Wine, that although 
upon the whole, in comparison with other Wines, 
but a small portion is sold ; yet, the impositions, of 
which it is made the medium, deserve a short no- 
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t;ice in this Treatise, more particularly , as the 
g^reater part of its consumers, who are the sick and 
invalid, are led to believe, (except in a very few 
cases,) that -it is the foreign Tent which they* pur- 
chase. The chief, and most general imposition 
practised, is the substitution and sale of British 
Tent ; a compound, manufactured by the Rectifiers, 
and as unlike the foreign (which is from the juice 
of a grape), in flavor and beneficial quality,* as can 
well be imagined in two things . intended to: re- 
semble each other. By those cheap sellers, .whOf 
may be supposed to possess . a larger share of con- 
science. Cape Tent is substituted, or the foreign 
and genuine Wine occasionally disposed, of, in a 
mixed state only. 

RED CAPE, 

Advertised under various denominations, such: as 
Cape Fort, PoniaCf Sfc. It is but very recently 
that this Wirve, has become an article of sale, in 
the placards, and advertisements, of our cheap 
sellers, and the object of its being introduced 
there, is not a little obvious, to all acquainted with 
what 9re termed the secrets of the, trade ; particu- 
larly, as no extraordinary low prices are quoted for it, 
(except in a very few* instances), nor.is it.ihany way 
made a leading article, as<is the case, occasionally, 
with Cape Madeira and Cape Sherry. The. adul- 
.teration pf it, when required, is performed by the 
.admixture of that proportion of Cyder, ,and the 
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cokniring matter called Berry^Jkfef neceesary, to 
answer the exteat, to which theplacarder wishes 
to reduce the cost price. The chief end, however, 
in view, in advertising it for sale, is, in order to 
gfive as plausible a face to the possession of it as 
possible, so that when the adolterator, uses it in his 
Port Wine, in which a requisite decrease has previ- 
ously been obtained^ the disappearance of a nearly 
similar.qaantity of Red Cape, to oocupy. the place of 
that 'decrease, may not have any singular or suspi* 
ciooB appearance.; which would Jbe the ease, did h< 
notgive some reason, (by placarding or advertising 
it,) to suppose that a. similar, quantity might have 
been sold. With those of our advertisers and pla? 
carders, who are Gin-shop-keepers, the facilities for 
thus imposing on the Excise Officers, are very great, 
as they are able to avail themselves of the interpre- 
tation, to which .'they are always open, of having 
disposed of some eonsiderable quantity over their 
counters, witimat having been under the necessitj 
of dmwing any permit, which would lexpose tbem 
to a greater risk of detection. 

CAPE MADEIRA, and CAPE SHERRY. 

Singular as it may appear, that Wines, the 
better.qualities of which are sufficiently indiffereat, 
wl^n in a gennioe state, and?of themselves, should 
be made a source of profitable imposition, throogh 
the medium of adulteration, it is not less.the fact. 
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that few Wines are deteriorated to a greater ex* 
tent than the Cape Wines on which I am now 
treating. With regard to the distinction which is 
made in their denominations, those termed Cape 
Sherries^ are selected more immediately from the 
Wines, which, in point bf flavor, bear the greatest 
resemblance to real Sherry ; tb^ remainder consti* 
tutes what are usually entitled Cape Madeiras^ and 
the adulterations of each are so qualified, as stilt 
to preserve the separate characters, which have 
been assigned them. 

To lay down any particular plan of adulterating 
the generality of Gape White Wines, is almost im- 
possible, as with them, in most cases, are blended 
(as a means of conveying away, and turning to 
good account) whatever is useless or unsaleable of 
other Wines; and which practise, consequently, 
renders the quality somewhat dependent on cir- 
cumstances. In order, however, to give my 
readers some idea of the usual mode of adulterating 
this Wine : — into a Cape vat containing any inde- 
finite proportion of the Wine, is introduced the 
dfippings of the cocks ^ from the various casks :-^ 
White Winest of tmy descmption that may have 
been spoiled by having been put into bad or musty 
vessels, and the filterings of the lees of all ihe 
different Wines in the cellar ^ after these in- 
gredients have accumulated for a certain length 
of time, a few gallons of Brandy or Rum Gowe, 
and, occasionally. Cyder, are added : rf^ when tasted. 
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the mixtore is found of a quality too indifferent to 
be saleable, an additional proportion of the gnenuioe 
Cape, immediately brings it up to the necessarj 
standard: — If it be desirable to advertise a portioa 
as Cape Sherry f the introduction (after sach por- 
tion is racked into another vessel) of a small quan- 
tity of Extract ef Almond Cake^ produces the 
wished for result ; — if, to represent a very pale Wine, 
a little LamVs Bloody mixed in with the finings, at 
once enables the cheap seller to placard it, as deli- 
cately Pale Gape Sherry, or Madeira, at astonish- 
ingly low prices, &c. &c. The illustration thus 
aflbrded, of the value of Cape Wine, whether it 
be as an individual source of profit, as an admira- 
ble basis on which to adulterate other and more 
expensive Wines, or as offering a ready and pro- 
fitable mode, of getting rid of any thing, which ao 
Advertising Dealer, may have on his premises, in 
the shape of Wine, &c. which is spoiled, or other- 
wise unsaleable, is so obvious, that I think it needs 
no further comment. 

Having thus opened the eyes of my Readers, 
to the adulterations of the major part of the Wines 
(exclusive of French,) for which such low prices 
are quoted by our placarders, &c. and sufficiently 
sp, to enable any one to draw a . pretty clear in- 
ference of the general nature of the practises of 
those gentleinen, I will just glance at the means 
adopted, to deceive the Public, with deteriorated 
Claret 9inA fictitious Champagne ^m a specimen, 
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tlmt even» the most costly Wines^ are neither pro* 
tected from the mischievous ingenuity of our cheap 
sellers, nor forgotten in their adulterating vocabu- 
lary. 

Whether the importations of Cape Burgundy^ 
Cape Hermitage^ Cape Hockf Cape Santernet Sfc. 
which frequently arrive in thjs country from the 
Cape of Good Uope, may constitute any basis, 
from the use of which, an extra profit is derived 
on the Wines, to which they are made to bear 
some slight resemblance, I shall not pretend to 
say ; a view of the means employed to advertise 
cheap Clarett and more particularly cheap Cham" 
pagnCf will, 1 doubt not, fully answer the purposes 
of this Treatise with respect to French Wines. 

CLARET. 

The adulterations of this Wine, as carried on, in 
the cellars of our placarders and advertisers, may 
be summed up in few words ; a small quantum of 
Spanish Bed Wine^ and a portion of Bough Cyder, 
(the latter, 1 am informed, being an article not un- 
frequently applied in the making op of cheap 
Clarets abroad,) is introduced into a cask contain* 
ing inferior Claret, a colour being previously added 
to the Cyder, by means of Berry^dye, or Tincture 
of Brazil fVoody the difference in duty and cost 
price, and a little management in the apportioning 
what is used of the Spanish Bed Wine and Cyder, 
at once enabling the cheap sellers, to reduce the 

H 
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prices on their placards to what scale soever thej 
please. They hare, besides, this ctrcumstance in 
their favour, that^ although they may occasionally 
advertise Clarets in the London Docks, on as low, 
or perhaps lower terms, with regard to price, than 
that which they manufacture, (the means of doing 
which it is also my intention to lay before my 
Readers,) the latter is much better, as possessing 
apparently greater body, less chance of turning 
sour, and being altogether of a more saleable na- 
ture, and though by no means approaching even to 
the middling qualities of genuine Claret, tbey are 
able to advertise it, as of an exceedingly fine de- 
scription. Since the reduction of the duties, the 
avidity with which our English cheap sellers, have 
laid hold on any article of Wine that afforded 
them the least chance of imposing on the Public, 
has given rise to a most cordial co-operation on 
the part of severitl French Dealers in the mime 
honest design, in order to facilitate the sale of 
manufactured French Wines, and which it is ev\« 
dent (from the bare-faced assurance with which 
they are puffed off, and from the want of a caution 
against the serious effects of this coalition) has 
fully answered the purposes of both parties, par-r 
ticularly as the profits attached to this kind of bu- 
siness, (notwithstanding the prices are quoted at 
so low a rate,) it will be seen, are tolerably remu- 
nerating. 
; It wilU no'doubtf excite some surprise, when it 
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is MeDtioned as a fact^ which cati be supported'by 
the > testimony of-soiue/ef ^our fii^^i^ate- imipbrtefif 
and French Wine growers^ that theicost toltbei 
manufactorers, of the inferioc Clarets thus sbijy^ied;^ 
is not more (at* the outside); than two sons: per 
bottlei that the charge from them to our Ecvglish^ 
cheap sellers, is at about ten or twelve sons pe9 
bottle, equivalent' to '6f. or ds. sterling per doz^fl:} 
that the expences of bottles, case, and freightage j 
do not exceed 4^. 6d. per dozen more; and t&tf 
duty < and other charges, at the utmost calciilatid^,* 
19^. per dozen. Thus, supposing a case c^ this 
Wine to cost as follows : — ^ 

3 dozen prtpf Claret, at da. 5d* . • -. 

Expense of bottles, case, freightage, &c. at 

4s. 6d. 
]>Dly on 3 dozen, and Landing Charges, &c. 

at 198. 

One 3 doz. Case of prime Claret, at 29s. per 

dozen, is - - - - 4' '7 

The means by which they are enabled to advertise 
it at the low prices we see, and the extent of pro-* 
fit derived from this reputable branch of. the cheap 
seller's business, may be at once estimated ; whilst a 
short insight into the mode of its manufacture, wilt 
clearly prove that the French adulterators are . by 
no means less deficient in the art of imposition, (tfl^ 
thoug:h their efforts are confined but td one or two 
articles of Wine), than their brethren, the GngUsh 
adulterators. 
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The Wine, (if it can be so called) which is now 
broagkt'.over to the London Docks, advertised at 
so dieap a rate, and w conveniently Hi mated for 
re^shipment to France^ should the Dealers be w 
iinBuccessful as not to find people foolish enough 
to become purchasers, is, as I have satisfactorily as- 
eertainecT from the best authority, ^hich mast 
quite refute the silly assertions and borrowed ex- 
planationsy: made use of in our modern cheap Wine 
advertisements, nothing more, than a compound of 
^be refuse of various French Wines, thrown to* 
g^ether, with a portion of French Cyder, which, 
though comparatively an expensive ingredient, is 
admirably adapted for the purpose of giving an ap- 
pearance of body ; to this is added, as some further 
qualification, a proportionate quantity of what is 
termed ' third quality wine,'* a description, which, 
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* The class of Wine here referred to, as fprmiiig a component 
^tx>f the roixtare whuch is now shipped for CJarei to this coun- 
try hy some of our advertising dealers, may in some measure be 
estioiated from the manner in which the mannfactore of it » per. 
formed.jn France. At the proper season of the year, when the 
grapes have arrived at maturity, they are gathered, and deposited 
in large vats. T=he joice wliich is detached from them by tlieir 
own presfure, and which runs into a vessel placed to receive it, 
constitutes the base of that which the vintners term the 'Jirtt 
quality* and is carefully secured in separate utensils, the utmost 
attention being paid to its fermentation and subsequent treatment 
After Wm Tiootts liquid has drained from the vat, till no more can 
be obtained^ a number of men are employed in that vessel to tread 
ont the grapes which have been deposited therein, wliich process 
is performed with the naked feet ! and without even the slightest 
arrangement as to cleanliness — the necessity of which, when it is 
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in the districts where the Wines are' made, vnkB 
considered so utterly worthless, e?en as the most 
ordinary beverage amongst the lower classes, be-- 
fore our Placarding Dealers' provided so extellent 
a channel for its consumption in England, that the 
sin was frequently committed of throwing large 
quant ities of it away, to the great pecuniary hss 
of our advertisers, and the privation of the taster 
of our consumers. The composition tlms de-i 
scribed, after tlie requisite portion of. coarse in-» 
ferior Brandy, has been introduced, j(to prevent ft 
turning* sour,) and the whole of the mixture has 
been properly coloured and flavoured by a prepa-^ 

coiitideted that the chief of the wines are nmde in the south of 
France, way be better conceivetl than described. The Juice which 
is thus procured, produces that which is called the ' second iiualittf 
wine* ' ' 

The third quality, which is thaf made use of in maiuifiMtttrhi|y 
the extremely cheap Wines, now shipped to England in such vast 
profusion, is derived by a retreading of the remains of the grapes, 
contained in the vat, with the naked feet, and by the occasional 
addition of large qtianVitiea of water* which» by washing the f ulp 
of the fruit, becomes impregnated with some portion of vinosity* 
This liquid, after being fermented, and undergoing its proper 
treatment, forms the ' third qxuLltty wine* and not only assists 
in manufacturing a commodity of French Wine, to sell at a very 
cheap rate in this coutttry» but' also offers itself to our ad- 
vertisers in its genuine state, to afford them the means of giving 
tfa^ir customers the choice of a Wine at rather a higher price, and 
as of a superior quality, should soeh be required in preference to 
the lower- priced Claret, which, as I have described aboT% is 
made up of various materials, though now so modestly disposed 
of, by several of our Advertising Dealers, as genuine ' Vin de ^ 
B&urdeauaf. 
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vation, which^ from the aeknowledged ingenuity of 
French. Cheniflf* must be. considered in both re* 
»peci»9 eUg^nt in the extreme^ is ]:ead;.to be 
iacked into cftabi» or drawn off into bottles^ and to 
be shipped to this coontryt accompanied with all 
the instructions, &c. necessary to render the ad* 
▼erliseoients and placards, respecting^ it, sufficiently 
attraotiire. Let my Readers make a few inq9iries 
as I <have donet: of individuals who must be inti- 
mately acquainted with the growth and manufac* 
ture. <itf French Wiujes, i^nd on whose veraqity they 
can depenid, and they will findt (hat I have neither 
made any exjaggerated, or incorrect statement^ of 
the prices at which this excellent quality x>f Claret 
is to be purchased, nor of the component parts and 
hature of its composition ; but, on the contrary, 
that I have forborne enlarging on some facts, too 
di^gnsting to appear on paper. 

CHAMPAGNE* 

As is the case with several of the foreign Wines 
on which I have remarked, one of the frauds com- 
mitted on the Public with this costly description 
of Wine, through the attraction of cheap prices^ 
is, by substituting another article for it, (the cost 
of which is very considerably lower,) and disposing^ 
of such, as the real Wine. 

Gooseberry Wine (which, though genuine in it- 
self, and bearing* in some respects, a slight re- 
semblance, yet by no means to be compared. 
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either in cost or actual quality, to the real and ge- 
nuine Champagne,) is usually employed as the sub- 
stitute ; but, as this may be said to form the chief 
imposition, with regard to the vending cheap 
Sparkling Champagne, from the premises of the 
Dealer^ my principal object, in the first place, will 
be to explain the manner in which this Gooseberry 
Wine is admitted into the stocks, even of our 
largest advertising and placarding concerns, and 
sold from thence as genuine Sparkling Champagne, 
and afterwards proceed to expose the admirable 
basis from which the Sillery and Still, together 
with the Sparkling Champagnes, are puffed off to 
so great an advantage, as being in the London 
Docks. Tt is no very difficult matter to suppose 
that many of my Headers would have no ob- 
jection, occasionally, to drink Gooseberry Wine, 
when that Wine is really fine and of good quality, 
yet, very few, I imagine, with their eyes open^ 
would quietly submit to pay treble its value, be- 
cause sold under the title and form of cheap Cham- 
pagne. The disclosures, therefore, which I am 
about to make with respect to it, will, I trust, 
prove amusing, if not serviceable, to those who 
have hitherto so easily suffered the money to be 
taken out of their pockets^ only to fill those of the 
advertiser of cheap Wine. It is well known as a 
fact, to many in the trade, that, at this time, large 
parcels of Champagnes are lying in the docks, in 
the name! of certain individuals in London, which. 
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at Cbftulpagne, or in its present stale, can never Ije 
drank, and the intention with which such Wina 
(which in France most have cost a mere trifle), 
have been sent to this country, cannot be mistaken. 

To illustrate, however, the object I have io 
view, with respect to the tricks practised with this 
Wine, (and of which 1 shall give an Example on a 
email Scale, for the sake of conciseness,) let it be 
supposed that I order in France, six dozens of the 
poorest Champagne I can procure, and jost of saf- 
ficient quality to allow of its being adooiitted into 
this country, under the name it bears* This I 
should be able to purchase at the rate of about 
twelve francs, or IQs. per dozen, (not at all the 
lowest price,) the bottles, case, and freightage, 
might stand me in about 4s. 6d. or 6s. 6d. per 
dozen, and the landing charges and duty, IQs. per 
dozen more. On getting it home, 1 immediately 
draw the corks, and empty the bottles of their cod* 
tents into my Cape vat, and supply their places 
with others, ready filled with the best Gooseberry 
Wine, the corks of which, are cemented and marked 
at the ends to resemble real Champagne, and which 
stands me (with every expence included) in aboat 
21^. per dozen. 

Now, as I have the dock permit to protect ilf 
and I do not attempt to substitute this fictitioQs 
Wine, except between the period on which my 
Excise Officer last surveyed me, and the time of 
his coming again, nor start the unsaleable Cham- 
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pagne until t hav& sent out sufiicient of my. Caj^ 

without permit, or used enough in any of my .for 

reign Wines, to admit it, so as not to cause any. iar 

crease, I am Under little dangler of being ^i$f 

covered ; and, . the more particularly, ; a£f fpr 

eVery quantity, not exceeding one dozen, that I 

send from my premises, of real Ch|tmpa^ne» 

(which is sold as of a very superior qiialily, and at 

^ higher price,) and for which quantity no permit 

is required, I am aUe to receive into toy stock, 

in the same manner, (with regard to its being un«- 

permitted), a like mimber of bottles of this ^qt 

titious Wine, to. all outward appearance similar to 

that which is genuine, and without having any 

larger proportion in ^stock than I hav^ credit for^ 

or the trouble and additional expence (escept 

where a large order is to be executed) of clearing 

home my bad Champagne. 

Thus, should I be enabled, frequently, to de- 
rive most enormous profits, because, as the quan- 
.titles which I send out of a dozen, half dozen, &c. 
of my cheap Champagne (and in which quantities 
it id more generally purchased), is of course the 
Gooseberry Wine, which I have got into my 
warehouse, without having subjected myself to the 
extra expence of the duty* freight, and cost^ &c. 
of the indifferent Wine which I have in the docks, 
tlie counterfeit Champagne, therefore, stands me 
only in 21^. per dozen, (which is the total cost of 
the Gooseberry Wine) and leaves me in possession 
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Hf a profit of 42m. per dozen, that beiDg* the dif 
fereoce between the cost price* of 'its. per dozen 
and one of those at which it is adTertiiied, viz. 63^. 
per dozen. The lowest price of the middling* and 
drinkable qaality of Chanipagnes, in the LiotidoD 
Decks, • and of the next class to that used for the 
purpose I have jnst mentioned, is about 13 guineas 
per case of six dozens, which, with the datj and 
other charges, amounting to I0«. per dozen more, 
fenders the total cost of it, at 64^^ 3d. per dozen; 
fiow they can, therefore, advertise a Wine, as the 
primest Champagne, at 60s. ; 68^. ; and e&s. per 
dozen, the folkiwing Example, which applies to 
any ({uantity, however large, though confined to 
^ix dozens, for the sake of conciseness, will dearly 
elucidate :-p- 
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EXAMPLE. 

Vtancs s. d, L, ». d. 

6 dozens of Cbampagne, (in- 

difierent quality) . • . at 12 or 10. perdoz. 3 0, 
Expense of Botlles, Case, and 

Freightage of ditto . • saw at 6. 6 • 1 13 O 

Ij^uty on ditto, and Landiog 

charges ...... — - 19.0 6 14 



Ji » n*. 



Deduct 6 dozens of Cape, 10 7 

supposed to be' made by ^ 

. this 6. dozens of bad 
Champagne beia^ pot ifito 
the Cape Vat . . . . — - 12. — — 3 12 

Add the charge of 6 dozens 6 li 

'of the best Gooseberry 

. Wine, to. supply the place 

of the bad Champagne 

which has been mixed with 

* th)9Cape .•...— - 21. ■ 600 

13 1 
20 ,. 



6 doz.)261(43f.6^. 
24 perdpz. 

21 

i? 

3 

12 

6)36(6 
36 



6 dozens of Champagne, at 43^. 6(2. is 13/. is. 
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Thus, shall I have introduced six dozens of this 
fictitious Wine, protected by the same dock per- 
mit which accompanied the indifferent Champag-ne 
from the docksj and which places me beyond all 
liability of detection from any Excise Officer. 
The Wine is sparkling^ and^ to the generality of 
its consumers, appears to possess all the requisite 
character of real Champagne ; and, aided by that 
eager confidence which is placed oh the truth 
of the assertions contained in my captivating pla- 
cards and advertisements, I am able to dispose of 
this substituted and fictitious article, the total cost 
of which, at the outside, is no more than 43s. ^d. 
per dozen, at a cash profit of I6s. 6d. if I ad- 
vertise it at (tOtf. or if at GSs. per dozen, the small 
remuneration of only 19^. 6d. per dozen. 

The dangerous nature and tendency of the Wine, 
which js occasionally puffed off to so much advan- 
tage, by the aid of Extracts from Theoretical 
Treatises on Wine, the introduction of a little of 
the jargon of the numerous French agrents, who 
are constantly dunning the trade with their pro- 
fessional disquisitions, and the never failing at- 
traction of cheap prices, requires only to be gene- 
rally known, to put a decided stop to a system, 
which conceals as great a portion of fraud and im- 
position, as exists in almost any other branch of 
the adulterator's business, particularly as from the 
circumstance of the Wine being in the London 
Docksy a greater reliance is placed on its genuine- 
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ne^s, and the appearaiiee of any deception is more 
easily glossed over. 

7be whole of the cheap Ghaoipagnes made up 

in France, but more immediately the cheap Still 

Clrampagnet may be. said to be of a kind, whicbt 

from the nature of its composition, is, perhaps^ 

more highly deleterious to the heakh, than any other 

^Wine whatever, excepting such of the cheap Spark- 

iing Champagnes, as are made up oh the same plail^ 

with regard to some of the materials that are nsed« 

It has been remarked by French physicians, as 

they have occasionally been called in to attend 

English patients, that in most cases, the indispo* 

sition of our countrymen, when they are in France, 

can only be ascribed to the .Champagne which they 

drinks and which, owing to the avidity with which 

the English people indulge themselves in its coo<- 

sumption^ is not only more frequently, th^ik other* 

%vise, supplied to them of an indifferent kind, Imt 

of a sort, possessing properties which have the 

most^ pernicious aiid injurious tendency, possible, 

to the constitution. . A little exi^mination into the 

nature of some of the ingredients, employed in the 

manufacture of the cheap Still, and Sparkling 

Champagnes^ in France, will fuUy prove the truth 

of their observations* : 

. The properties of Lead, id refining some paj^« 
tici!ilar deitcriptions of Wines, the various quality 
of which, as compared with that of others^ Js 
widely different, (and among wbicl), these inferior: 
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tage, by the aid of Extracts from Theoretical 
Treatises on Wine, the introduction of a little of 
the jargon of the numerous French agents, who 
are constantly dunning the trade with their pro- 
fessional disquisitions, and the never failing at* 
traction of cheap prices, requires only to be gene- 
rally known, to put a decided stop to a system, 
which conceals as great a portion of fraud and im- 
position, as exists in almost any other branch of 
the adulterator's business, particularly as from the 
circumstance of the Wine being in the London 
Docks, a greater reliance is placed on its genuine- 
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11698, and the appearaiiee of any deception is ladr^ 
easily glossed over. 

The whole of the cheap Champagnes made up 
ill Eranee, bat more immediately the cheap Still 
Champagne, may be. said .to be of a kind, which, 
from the nature of . its compositiont is, perhaps^ 
more highly deleterious totheheakht than any other 
Wine whatever, excepting such of the che[ap Spark- 
ling Champagnes, as are made up on the same plari# 
with regard to some of the materials that are. used* 

It has been remarked by French physicians, as 
they have occasionally been called in to attend 
English patients, that in lOiOst cases, the indispor 
sition of our countrymen, when they are in France^ 
can only be ascribed to the .Champagne which they 
drink, and which, owing to the avidity with which 
the English people indulge themselves in its con<- 
smnption^ is not only more frequently, th^ik other- 
wise, supplied to them of an indifferent kind^ hsak 
of a sort, possessing properties which have the 
most peruioiot» and it^jurious tendency, possible, 
to the constitution. . A little Examination i^td the 
nature of some of the ingredients, employed in the 
manufacture of the cheap :Still,: and Sparkling 
Champagnes^ in France, will fully prove the truth 
of their observations;.: 

The properties of Lead, in refining some par* 
ticAlar descriptions of Wines, the various quality 
of which, as oomf^ared with tiiat of others^. is 
widely different, (and among whicl>, these inferipc 
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CImnipagnte may be rankedt) for reoderiag^ bright 
8uch as ha?e turned foul or ropy, or for preventing^ 
the increase of any ascescent quality which a Wine 
may have acquired, has been so freqaently noticed 
in previous publications, that, perhaps, any lengrth- 
ened discussion of its merits may be deemed superb 
fluous. In Accum^s Culinary Poisons (pag^e 96) 
this article is mentioned; he says, *The most 
dangerous adulteration of Wine, is by some pre- 
paration of Lead, which possesses the property of 
stopping the progress of ascescence of Wine, and 
also of rendering White Wine, when muddy, 
transparent; I have good reason to state that Lead 
is certainly employed fortius purpose; the effect 
is very rapid, and there appears to be no. other 
method known ofrmpiJUy recfwtring ropy Wiaes* 
Lead, in whatever state it be taken into tlid 
stomach, occasioos terrible, diseases'; and Wine, 
iUlulterated with the minutest quantity qf it, be^ 
comes a slow poison/ |n Watson's Chemical 
Essays, (vol. 8, page 809,) • it is stated, ' That a 
method of adulterating Wine, with Lead, existed 
at one time, so generally, in Paris, as to havie be^ 
come quite a common practise.^ In Medical 
Essays^ (vol. fS, page 80,) the consequences of the 
use of this ingredient is related, in the case' of 
thirty-two persons^ having severally |become ill, 
after drinking White Wine, that had been ddul<^ 
terated with Lead, and, also, tj^t one of them be-* 
came paralytic, and another died. In 6rahame-a 
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Treatise on Wine Makings (page dl,) and in the 
YintnerV Guide (4tb edition, 1770, page 67|) the 
modes and uses of its application are fultjr^ de« 
tailed. 

It has been only since the duties have been 
lowered, that the cheap trash of Wines of all de-* 
scriptionst which we now see advertised to so great 
an extent* has been imported, nor has it bden till 
since the. demands of oar London Adulterators 
have been so great, (owing to the compeliitioii 
amongst them for any novelty in the article! of Wine, 
calculated,, in a cheap form, to aid them in carry*- 
ing on their system of imposition against .the 
Revenue and the Public, until their owji pockets 
are filled, and their customera satiate^^) that. the 
Tast quantities of Sparkling^ and otlier Cham- 
pagnes, which are annually spoiled in.France, 
from their turning vapid; and ropy, have been 
found to constitute a valuaMe basis, on which may 
be re-manufactm'ed an article exactly suited to the 
closest views of .this moat worthy class o£ people. 
How far a composition made.iup, by adding t6 
these spoiled Wines a portion of the low Wines, 
from the indiflPecent vineyards, or of the f third qua<- 
lity Wine/ which 1 have: described in my remarks 
on Claret, (the whole. undergloitig a iresh fermenta*- 
tion, and receiving the action of some strong chemi^ 
cal agent, in order to destroy the vapidity, preci* 
pitate the ro;Hnes8,iand give » to r the whole a^face,) 
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may be estimated as a Wine, evidently depeodi 
only upon the skill of the adrertiser, in rendering 
bis advertisements attractive, as this process com- 
prises the manufactare of the article, of Champagne, 
alloded to, as that which is offered to tbe Public 
at so cheap a rate. That no great art is required 
to make this mixture bear a resemblance to 
Still Champagne, most be pretty obvious^ and I 
doubt not from the following more particular re- 
view, of the manner, in which the operations, I 
have just partially described, are carried on in 
France, qnite as clear, an inference will be drawn 
of the ease, with which Sparkling Champagne is 
revived out of that, which had been considered 
useless and unwholesome* 

The whole of the vapid, ropy Wines, and such 
as in any other way may have become spoiled, are 
specially collected together for the purpose, by tbe 
Wine Factor, and after selecting from them, those 
which, from their condition, are capable of being 
re«converted into saleable Sparkling Champagne, 
they are thrown into separate reservoirs. A por- 
tion of third quality Wine, of each kind, and of 
the last vintage, is then added to refresh them ; a 
partial re-fermentation is occasioned in that in- 
tended to represent the prime Still Champagne, 
which renders it of a dryer character, and destroys 
any latent tendency to retain fixed air, and tbe ap- 
plication, to both, of strong chemical agents, io 
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order to refine, and reduce them to a fit state for 
bottling, at once finishes the manufacture of these 
delectable mixtures. ' 

That one of the chemical agents, which is used if* 
not most carefully applied, must be highly delete- 
rious, I am satisfied of, from my being already ac-' 
quainted with two instances^ in which some indivi-* 
duals were made ill, and the cheap Chaftnpagne they 
had been drinkiilg, found, on analization, to contain 
a portion of Le^d, in its worst form ; and were the^ 
cases, which must frequently, in a greater, or less 
degree, occur^ to be made Public, by the sufferers 
themselves, a most beneficial result would, proba* 
bly, ensue to the community at large. 

The prices paid to the Frenchmen, for these tWO' 
descriptions of prime Champagne, is at the rate of 
about eighteen francs, or \Ss. per dozen, the cost 
of tlie bottles, case, and freightage, at about 6s. 6d. 
and the duty, and landing charges, i9s. per dozen 
more, making a total cost. of only 3ds. 6d. per 
dozen. The profits, 1 leave my Readers to es-: 
timate. j 

Before, however, I conclude this Treatise, and' 
in order to leave no part' of the ground ubtorned,' 
it may, perhaps, be necessary! to render some ge«! 
neral account of- the metbdd, by which, several of 
our Advertising Dealers are able toi placard* npr 
other cheap Wines^ in dotik, because it is a scbcina: 
which -conceab an .additional imposture, witfe 

I 
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which it is expedieajt» tha( every one shoold be made 
acquainted. Many people imagine that, by par- 
chasing Wines, (no matter of whom,) sa long as 
they are in docks, where there is no opportnnitj 
for adulteration, they must necessarily be of good 
quality. This is by no means the case, and I firmly 
believe, several persons have found it so to thek 
cost ; because, it often happens, with the description 
of Wines, for which such low prices are quoted, 
that the quality, even of such as are made up, and 
manufactured of spurious ingredients at home, is 
flmperior in body and taste. 

Ajt th0 time the last reduction in the duties took 
place, some hundreds of pipes of Wine, lying in 
the Xiondpii Docks, and never considered of value 
- iofficiisnt, to pay the then rate of duty, viz. 64L per 
pipe, were immediately bought up by interested 
individuals, for a purpose by no means difficult 
to understand.- The characters of some of these 
Wines, were such» a» to hold out the presumptioDf 
that if they ^ete moved, and the lees disturbed m 
them, their transit to something of the natuie of 
vinegar, would he extremely rapid; others con- 
sbted of nothing more than a compound of thia 
meagre flavscMrlesa Wine, with a large portion of bad 
Brandy, the whole, however,, to bepurohased fon a 
very few pounds, and of parties ghd to.gdt jad <tf 
tliem OA any terma^ Lately^ and only sioM *bci 4is* 
tttrbanceshavetakenplaee in Portugiil, a vaet qnm' 
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iitj^ of Figaera^and otkw iaferior WiMS have beeo 
.Aiiagrgled into OportOt for exportation to Eogbtiu)« 
althougli, to pre vent, the illicit traffic, which thiK is 
considered to be» by the Fortoguese Government, th^ 
utmost power had been vested in the hands of tl^^ 
Royal Opdrto Wine Company, and, from the mea* 
siuresadopted by it, the purpose had always beea fidly 
dffecte^, until the |>eriod. when the unsettled state of 
the country almost threatened the demolition of 
Oporto^ and suspended the jorisdi^i<Ai, of a gneat 
part of i;ts authorities. .The plrincipal portion of these 
Figuera Winiss, whfotL wert then, with some degree 
of seonrity, purloined into Oporto, and its inimediate 
neighbourhood, liave since been shipped to this conn^ 
try, under Oporto bills of lading ; and, by means of 
the quibUe which is afforded by such a document, 
they are now offered, by dishonest English Wine 
Merchants, as genuine Fort Wines, although known 
by them to be what they really are. The: totsil 
costof tbdse JBlgnera Wines^ including the duty, 
does not exceed 4&1. per pipe, and the admirablis 
use to which they can be applied, independently of 
the assistance they afford in manufacturing fic- 
titious Port Wine, in stock, will presently be seen* 
Aumilar practise to that just described, is also 
carried on with respect to dieap Sherry. The 
llsdaga Wines, which ate the productiou of a 

" ' " ' I P II I i I lif H ■**■ ■■ I * ■ * J ■ " »^ ' ■ J ■ ^W I I ■ i W — I^WP*^ I III! 11 < >a ■■ 

^ The total number of pipes of these Figuera Wioee^ which 
have been smuggled into Oporto> as described, in some accounts it 
said lb exceed 400Q. 

1 2 
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place, bearing the same namet and situated aome 
degreed to the east of Cadiz, and the distrt^ 
where the real Sberriea are grown, by a Jittle ma- 
Bagement on the part of aooieof our Spanish Mer- 
chants, have lieen,' and -still are, shipped in no in- 
considerable quantities to this * country, under 
Cadiz bills of lading, as if (as far as their articie is 
concerned), their efforts to impose .on (he British 
Public, throogh the mediuin of our advertisers, 
should be out-rivalled by none. 

The objects to which the whole of tbese predoos 
Wines are, and have been, applied, by etir Ad- 
vertising Dealers, are two-fold, the first as a cheap 
article, to combine with others in their lar^e Wine 
vats, the second, to act as decoy ducks. Since the 
law, with regard to quarter casks, has been brought 
into operation, by a representation to 4be London 
Dock Company, leave can be obtained, to rack in the 
docks, either one hogshead, into two quarter casks, 
or, one pipe, into two hogsheads, wbich^ therefore, if 
they please, ' enables our cheap sellers to offer the 
same enticement to different classes of buyers. It 
should, however, he observed, that as decogf duch 
alone, and not for any purpose of sale, are a great 
portion of these wretched Wines intended, because, 
if the advertiser^ could even prevail on his cusixHuers 
to become purchasers, he would be at .the loss of 
two great advantagnes, the first, that of having 
their assistance in manufacturing his vat Wine, 
and secondly, their possession as a meims of con- 
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tioaing a teni^tioDt.for the public to enter hi& re* 
ceptacle, 

A person applies to a Wholesale Dealer, or a 
' Gtn^shop-keepet, who has a Wholesale License in 
addition to his Retail one, and who may have a 
placard up, announcing cheap Wines to be sold in 
dock, and requests an order to taste them. Thq 
seller manages to provide him also, with an order, 
or two, for some other Wines, a little higher in 
price, the consequence is, the purchaser tastes the 
whole, finds a material difference, calls again oh 
the seller, and is either persuaded to take a cask ' 
of that, at the advanced price, or else, to be supplied 
but of one of the large fFme vats, on the same 
terms as stated for the lowest quality of those in 
dock, being assured that it is a similar description 
of Wine, only improved so much, by lying in so 
great a body. 

Thus, we see that whether the operations of our 
placarders and advertisers, be confined to the art of 
adulteration, that of displaying in their advertise^ 
ments to the greatest advantage, the superior qua- 
lifications, they so modestly claim to themselves^ 
above all other dealers, in the knowledge and mode 
of purchasing, and disposing of Wines and Spirits, 
jrf deceiving the Public with pompous offers, (the 
conditions of which, however, are so framed, that 
onl/one point of iaw is given to their customers, 
whilst the sum of the remaining nine, viz. pos- 
session of the cash, is retained by themselves), or 
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in condaeting any minor iaipoftilionA» ip the aak 
of their goods, the moiit consummate addren is 
displayed. 

In sabmitting» as I hate don?t thete vsuions 
lacts to the notiGe, and for the h^nefit, of mj 
ReaderSf it has. by no m^ans bc^^n my in^Dtioa to 
implicate the ^bote of any class of P6i^er$» for 
the delinqnehcy of a part, fedr that part^ aay f ortber 
than supported by deaf aild distinct eyidence. 
Soteh evidence I have afforded, nor can thisi there- 
fore, be said to apply to arty Dealer, Whether Re- 
tail and Wholesale, or Wholesale esdasively, who, 
although, amkooncittg the sale of Wines, yet, (irom 
his scale of prices, may fairly be allomred the sop* 
position, that though, perhaps, hot of the finest 
quidity, they are at least unadulterated. Neither 
can it be permitted to refer to that class, known by 
the denomination of Publicans, individnals, who 
possess what are termed Brewer's houses, and than 
whom, (speaking of the majority,) nodescription of 
men, are so much oppressed and borne down, 1 may 
say, to a degree .that would almost render the 
term of Brewer's slaves,* more applicable to them, 



* A man, who has, perfiapa, Aved 4001. or. 600L is pentewled 
^y one of the Brewer's myrmidons/ specially employed lor the 
purpose, to take a house which may he to he let; the valiie of a 
lease on which, he Is informed, is ahoot 2000/. Cnderthe pros- 
peet of the great advantages represented to him, and the induce- 
ment that tlie Brewer will accommodate him, hy advancing the re- 
quisite sum, besides what he can spare himself, to make up the 
purchase money, the man is prevailed npon to take it; first of all. 



128 

in their preiwtit )itate» than any >o(iier> and would 
almost jiutify, on their part, if any thing can joB* 
tify» the very mode of procedure, which I Jiave 
been exposing to reprobation. Th0 contents of 



koweteVf execotiiigf a deed pf asngniiieiil of the leasee to he heiii 
by the Brewer, as security ; together with a hood ia jodgnieot^ on 
die whole of his forailttre, and other property, a^ another gua« 
raatee lor a large additional sun, for which the man has reoeired 
DO value, hot which is considered necessary to prevent all chance 
of loss to the Brewer* 

With' Ihe little' venaiiiing asonc^, which the poor PnUican may 
hai^ left of that, from which he has paid ibr the fiatores of the 
hoQse, attd as deposit for the lease, he has to defrsy the whole of 
the expenses of drawing up the lease,- hbnd, and all other ne^ 
cessary docameate, and aAer he has paid, hesides, half the charges 
of the hroker, for his valuation, the same proportion of the .fees of 
the Broad Cooper, and Guagers, &c, (servaats of the ^rewer) 
which fees usually amount, as the incomers share, to tk% stun of 
three or foor gikikieas to eauh; and in addition to which, ha is ex*- 
pected to he at half the expense of furnishing the whole of the 
party with a handsome dinner and plenty of Wine, he is allowed to 
remain in quiet possession. If his psymeots do not happen to be 
altogether regular in amount, the Broad Cooper, or some other 
serraut of the Brewer, enters tlie house, without any notice^ de- 
mands the key of the cellar, and proceeds to take an account of 
his stock t>f heer, in order to ascertain if he has paid according to 
the quantity he has sold. If the Brewers ohoose to lower the 
price of thdr commodity, a notice is sent loood to each of their 
Pohlicans, directltig them immediately to lower the prices of tlidr 
beer as well, no mattor what stock they rosy have on hand at the 
time, and woe be to him, that hesitates to do so. If the con- 
sumption df beer happens to (Ul off, without reference to what the 
cause may ho, or however deserving the man, a vepresentatioiL is 
made toi the Brewer and his partners, in full committee, by the 
managiag olerk, (whose kvonr, he it remarked, is of the utmost 
consequence, and his own individual importance not less so). 
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th» Treatise can only point to the obeap Ad- 
vertisers and Placarders of Wines and Spirits, 
who, by plausible assertions, and bigh-soanding^ 
pretensions, (as empty as they are pompoos,) en* 

order* are isftned, and before the mao has, perhaps, been in the 
boose twelve months, (if it so happen), his goods are seized by the 
warrant of attorney ; hin lease retained possession of by the deed 
of auignment ; the other creditors are cheated out of llieir jatt 
dains, of a share in the proceeds of the estate; and the poor loao, 
who has lost his all, is sent to prison, irretrieTably ruined. Whe- 
ther an alteration is not required here, and by what other title, at 
trely applieable, the najority of this class of Dealers can be dis- 
tingaished, I leare to the jodgments of my Readers. It is qoite 
time, some remedy should be proposed in the House of Commons, 
and in a way, in which it cbald be nninfluenced by the Brewen, 
who are members of that boose, to diminish an evil of so gross a 
nature. 

Independently, howerer, of the hardships which this system 
enforces on the poor Publican, he is subject to others, by no 
means, less severe in their operation as regards his interests, nor 
loss unjust to his situation as a member of society. One of 
these hardships, in particular, it becomes necessary to make -known 
to the Reader, as it, in a great measure, comprehends and poioto 
out the difference which exists between what are termed Publir- 
houses, and snch as are dislingoished by the appellation of Gin* 
shops. Tiie original intention of all Inns, Public-houses, Liqoor- 
shops, &c. was, that they should be houses for accorHmodating 
travellers, and labourers, with rest and refreshment. Oor modern 
Gin-shops, however, and particularly those on a large scale, pos- 
sess no quslification of the kind, nor do they offer any, bot from 
the temptations, which are held out by their proprietors, for tlie 
subversion of the morels of the lower classes, by facilitating the 
sale only of Spirits, to the exclusion of the more wholesome be- 
verage ofPorter, the meansof doing which, (as they are compelled 
to have .the latter article in stock), they attain, by keepings it so 
bad, or sour, as to he quite undrinkable ; not only is'the end, al- 
luded to, fully accomplished, but the Publican, who is, or.ong^ht to 
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dMT0iir to cheat tbe Public, and enrich tbelnselveti 
My object has, alone, been to expose the tricka, by 
which frandulent dealers are enabled tocdver tba 
system of adulteration aiid imposition they practise^ 
and which . they induce tbe Public to patronize, 
only by the effectual aid, which is afforded them, 
by the extraordinary low prices they are. (as I have 
shown) so well qualified to advertise; and thrpugb 



be made, the only legitimate retailer, ia materially injured in hia 
bosiiieaa. Thott, a labouriog man will now» at hia usual dinner 
liour» call at a Public-house* (the keeper of which dare not refuse 
him entrance), in order to cook his victuals at the Tap-room fire* 
for which no charge is made, although, as some remuneration, and 
which ia the least that can be expected, he probably purchaaeaa 
pint, or half pint of Porter, the total profit on which, is about one 
penny. No sooner, however, is his dinner concluded, than from 
tbe superior attraction offered in the article of Spirits, he imme- 
diately resorts to a Gin-shop, very likely, situated within a few 
doors of the poor Poblioany and, as is generally tbe case, witbdut 
even so much as a seat, on which to sit down. Here, the labourer 
partakes of hia two or three glasses of Gin, out of which the Gin- 
shop-keeper clears a profit, nearly equal to the whole amouni 
which has been received by the Publican, although the latter dea^ 
in precisely the same articles, and has to afford the greatest ac- 
commodation, without any extra charge. To so great a length, 
indeed, has the evil) inflicted by these Gin-shopSy arrived, Hiat, 
with few exceptions, it is , now qiily by those persona who hold 
leases under Brewers, that the Public-houses so held, have not 
been conyerted into Gin-shops, or the necessary and proper ac- 
commodation, discontinued to the poorer classes of the community. 
It is, also, a singular fact, that in tbe late depreciation of pro-' 
perty, it has been only the Public houses, that have so materially 
suffered. Gin-shops, still n^aintaining the enormous prices,. which 
the Value they haye acquired, by the means I have shown, enables 
their proprietors to obtain. 
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tlM mediom of wtitehv it is not obly tbe mpfijiog 
of gpariom and dfleterfoiui drtiefest for whic& coo- 
•iderftbly more is paid than \hej are really worth, 
and filKnf tbeir owq pocketo by practises m dis- 
reputable, but undevmiiiilig, sis we)l, the rery sob- 
sistebce of those, who are too bonest to dtecend to 
such means for obtaining a livelihood* It is to 
the individuals only, who, from outward circam- 
stances, evidently follow such practises, that the 
fact of the disgraceful proceedings I have detailed, 
being carried into execution, can be attributed. 

That I have advanced no more than the plain 
truth, the numerous convictions which have taken 
place under the Excise Laws, for adolterating 
Wines and Spirits, or for imposing in any other 
way on the Revenue andtl^e Public, with respect to 
those articles, would fully evidence, and in a Vtst of 
which, it would be found, that the Dealers, whose 
practises I have exposed, form, by far, the largest 
majority, although, I have forborne obtaining and 
publishing that list, lest, from the individuals whose 
names it contains, my motives in offering this 
Treatise to Public notice, should be misconstraed, 
and supposed to be^ of a personal and malignant 
nature. 

From the facts and arguments, alqne, which I 
have submitted, I leave the Public to gather some 
idea of the extent, to which these fmudulent adul- 
terations have been, and still aire, practised, with 
the honert conviction, that should they appear of 
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siiffieieiiit weighty ib.dndikce inaiy to. api^ywlteiv 
the g^eirame ^rtide is $M*ut a liwdefate: pnUp n 
morp ^e&ctual «top»' would be. put toctbis^teost iiOf* 
justifiable Hjrtem^ than CDukl,.pJH*hapsv faifrdone' by 
any Mber inetbod wbaterer. 

Sbdnld it be argedt-inireply te tb/aseikots, by 
any of the claims to 'whom; what <f hat elhere steted 
appliely that' I bate idividgped 'secrets wiii^ ei!kght 
atricllytb have been confined to the; Trade,! I an* 
swer, that by tH> honest Wide. Merchant (such aa 
one, who makes the quality and' geouirieniess of bis 
goods, and the moderation of his pricesr the test 
of hb respeclahility )^ are the different material^ for 
aduiteraifngi, and;the. (method of tbeir. application, 
with whicfi he tnar^: htfve Jbeioome aQqqaiii^,)f^<^ 
long intercourse ^ith all 4^ss6a;or J)efiler#g (^fw- 
stdered by aiiy mieans secrete^ either; as belongs 
ing to the trade, or worth the kf^piiigj and .aK 
though, the reasons which induce nle to publish 
this Treatise anonymously, will be better esti- 
mated, by those tn^e tcs^de, m?, wlioare more inti* 
mately acquainted with the description of people, 
from whose guilty, practises I have removed the 
veil, yet, as to all persons, in a greater or less de- 
gree, it must be evident, that in an open discussion, 
in which the class alluded to, have nothing to lose, 
but a source of profit unworthy of honest men, and 
which, besides, is calculated, whether as a means 
of conveying fresh advertisements of their pre* 
tensions to the Public, as an extra opportunity for 
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puffing off an additional portion of thmr adhil' 
terated trasbt or, in otli6r respects, so mo^ to 
answer their purpose, and which» to roe, can pos* 
sibly prodace no similar result, the same estima- 
tion, without any impeachment of my motives, 
will, I trust, be formed by every individual, into 
whose hands this publication may fall. 

To refute the substance of that which I have 
stated, would be no easy task — the whole of my 
arguments are deduced from facts-— the facts speak 
for themselves— the conclusions I leave to my 
Readers and the Public. In submitting this state- 
ment, I consider I have fulfilled no more than a 
duty to my fellow-citizens, and that it, therefore, 
may operate as some check to the wrong which is 
done them, and as a lesson to the perpetrators of 
the wicked and fraudulent practises it. details, is tke 
sincere prayer of 
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ERRATA. 

Page 7, line 8, for principles, remi principle. 
Pftge 28, line 9, for thai, read this. 
Page do, lioe 15, for RunUt read Rum. 
P^e 61, line l,.lbr ihmti read wAM. 
Page 57, line 18, for tV, read them. 
Page 57, line 19, for it, read they. 
Page 84, line 14, for qualities, read quantiHes. 
Page 95, line 27, for articles, read article. 
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